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It’s been a busy year. The major event, of
course, has been the gradual reopening
of the Capitol Building. The Capitol
Foundation has participated in a number
of celebratory events that have been

held as various facilities are reopened or
dedicated — the Peter Courtney Memorial
Lounge, the Peter Wong Press Offices, the Oregon State
Capitol Plaza. Among the many attractions in the building,
we must also call attention to the new, very modern
Welcome Center and to the various art that has been

added to the building and grounds through the 1% for Art
program. The renovation has made the building safer, more
efficient, more accessible and more beautiful. With the
recent announcement of major renovation work in Willson
Park (to the West of the building) which will be completed
next Spring, the project just keeps getting better. If you
haven’t planned a visit, you should.

Renovation of the Capitol Building has been a long,
complicated and expensive project. The Legislature

gets credit for eventually finding a way to get the job

done. Oregon taxpayers paid for it all. The Legislative
Administration staff had a big job in managing and
oversight. The architect, general contractor, sub-contractors
and all the workers on the project got the job done.
Everyone who works in or regularly visits the Capitol
Building had their patience severely tested during the
years it took to complete the project. Thanks to all of them!

Over the years, the Capitol Foundation has built a
substantial list of projects as we pursue our mission

to “preserve our Capitol, share its history and engage
Oregonians in our democracy.” You can visit our website
for an in-depth look at the Foundation and its projects. We
couldn’t do it without your support, whether it’s treasure,
time or simply interest and moral support. We appreciate it.

Thank you!

Hon. Gary Wilhelms, OSCF Board Chair

Your support makes our mission to preserve our Capitol, share its history and engage

Oregonians in our democracy possible.
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Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2025-26

Here are some of the ways the Capitol Foundation put your investment to work:

Events, Projects, Programs and Sponsorships
* (Capitol Alumni Reunion Luncheon

* Capitol History Gateway Revolving Exhibit Sponsorship Program and Exhibit
Opening Receptions

* (Capitol Plaza Dedication

* Cherry Blossom Day and Yozakura at the Capitol

* Civics Education Initiative (CEI)

* Governor Kate Brown’s Portrait Unveiling Reception

* Hispanic Heritage Day

* Holidays at the Capitol and the Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony

* Oral History Project

* Oregon Museum Association’s Annual Conference

* Oregon’s 167th Anniversary of Statehood

* Passport to History — America’s 250th celebrationat the State Capitol

* Professional Training for Visitor Services Staff and Capitol Tour Guides
* Spring Break Passport to Fun!

* The Grand Reopening Reception for the Capitol History Gateway Partners Capitol

Volunteer Program
Communications
Provides printed and electronic communications sharing news about the important
work we accomplish together.
Administrative and Management

Includes essential day-to-day operational costs, audit and bookkeeping, legal services,
insurance and logistics.

An independent audit of the Capitol Foundation’s financial activity will be completed
June 30, 2027, by REDW Advisors & CPAs. The firm also prepared and filed the Capitol
Foundation’s tax documents. A public copy of the most recent IRS Form 990 is available
upon request.

For Every Dollar You Donate, Here’s Where Your Money Goes for Fiscal Year 2025-26:

Programs, Project, Events and Sponsorships - 70%
Communications, Development and Fundraising - 9%

Management and Administration - 21%

\

Communications,
Development,
Fundraising, 9%
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Projects, Programs and Sponsorships

CHG Exhibit: Master Penworks of Tom
Stefopoulos: The Hellenic Artist of the
Lovejoy Columns - From Portland’s Rail
Yards - Photo Courtesy of Oregon Live

CEl Awardees: East County Rising
Community Projects, 2024

Senator Margaret Carter, Oral History
Interviewee, 2026

The Capitol History Gateway Revolving Exhibit Sponsorship Program is funded
by the Capitol Foundation and managed by the Capitol’s Visitor Services staff
with support from volunteers and community partners. The program supports
rotating historical exhibits across Oregon. In March, the Capitol Foundation
awarded over $30,000 in sponsorships to four exhibits as part of the program’s
fifth round. The selected exhibits are:

* Friends of Kam Wah Chung: “The Oregon Chinese Diaspora Project”

» City of Independence Heritage Museum: “Civics at Home, How Oregon
Cities Work”

* U of O Museum of Natural and Cultural History: “Roots and Resilience —
Chinese American Heritage in Oregon”

* Oregon Workforce Partnership: “The Bridge Home — Oregon’s Reentry
Workforce Initiative”

The exhibits will be available virtually at OregonCapitol.com in 2027, and
displayed physically at the Capitol in 2028-29.

The Capitol Volunteer Program, supported by the Capitol Foundation, provides
essential training, supplies and resources to its volunteers. In appreciation of
their service, the program also hosts an annual celebration to honor and thank
the volunteers for their contributions.

The Civics Education Initiative (CEl) awarded more than $220,000 in its fifth
round to the Boys and Girls Club of Salem—Marion and Polk Counties; Center

for Women’s Leadership; City of Sisters; Civics Learning Project; East County
Rising Community Projects; Hatfield Futures Program; International School

of Beaverton; Next Up; Oregon Business and Industry Research and Education
Foundation; Oregon Humanities; Oregon YMCA Youth and Government; Politisit;
Portland Urban Debate League; Rural Development Initiatives and Young
Leaders Program.

This year’s awards sponsor state Capitol visits by students from urban and
rural areas, multigenerational civics leadership programs, simulated legislative
sessions for youth groups, after-school learning about constitutional issues and
training on effective citizen participation at all levels of government.

The Oral History Project shares our Capitol’s history through interviews with
those who worked there — former elected officials, staffers, lobbyists and
influential Oregonians. New interviews added this year include Senators
Margaret Carter and Mike Thorne and Photojournalist Ron Cooper.

Interviews with Senator Betsy Johnson, Jim Scherzinger and Paul Warner are in
progress and will be available soon.

Please visit the Oregon State Capitol YouTube Channel by
scanning the QR code, or visit the Capitol Foundation’s
website to view the interviews.
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Capitol Foundation Events and Sponsored Events

Capitol Alumni Reunion

The Capitol Foundation hosts an annual reunion lunch for those who
worked in the State Capitol. It’s a chance for former colleagues and
friends to reconnect and share stories. We had a wonderful turnout
with just over a hundred alumni attending last year’s luncheon in
September at the Willamette Heritage Center.

This year’s Capitol Alumni Reunion is just around the corner—mark
your calendar for September 10—we hope to see you there!
Governor Kate Brown’s Portrait Unveiling and Reception

In June, Governor Kate Brown’s portrait was added to the hall of
Governors’ portraits in the Capitol, followed by a reception featuring
special guests, speakers, performers and refreshments.

The Capitol Foundation worked alongside Gov. Brown and
representatives from the Governor’s Office, the Oregon Arts
Commission and the Office of Legislative Administration, among
others, to commission the governor’s official gubernatorial portrait.

Artist Robin Damore shared these details about the portrait: “This
portrait depicts her within the historic setting of the Governor’s office,
holding a book titled “Alis Volat Propiis” — “She Flies With Her Own
Wings,” Oregon’s state motto. The phrase reflects both the independent
spirit of Oregon and Brown’s own path in public service.”

After each Oregon governor’s term ends, the Capitol Foundation
assists the Governor’s Office in raising funds to commission an official
gubernatorial portrait. Public funds are not used for commissioning,
preserving or repairing the portraits of Oregon’s governors, we rely
entirely on the generosity of donors.

You can view Gov. Brown’s portrait on the second floor of the Capitol
just outside the House Chamber.

Answer from the back page: Former Governors Barbara Roberts and
Ted Kulongoski and Governor Tina Kotek were at the Capitol for the
unveiling of former Governor Kate Brown'’s portrait.

Capitol History Gateway Revolving Exhibit Opening Receptions

When the Capitol reopened, the Foundation began hosting opening
receptions for the exhibits displayed at the Oregon State Capitol.
Attendees are among the first to view each new exhibit and hear guest
speakers share the stories and the history behind it.

This year’s exhibits included The Nez Perce in Oregon: Removal and
Return; Swedish Cabins: The Legacy of Henry Steiner & Fogelbo; Master
Penworks of Tom Stefopoulos: The Hellenic Artist of the Lovejoy Columns;
and Caralyn B. Shelton — The Nation’s First (Acting) Female Governor.
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Capitol Foundation donors, state legislators, and invited guests are
welcome to attend the opening receptions. Check your email for your
invitation—we hope you’ll join us!

Pictured top to bottom: 2025 Capitol Alumni Reunion: Alumni attendees;

Hon. Al and Sally Densmore, Hon. Tony Meeker and Hon. Tony Van Vliet

2026 Gov. Kate Brown’s Portrait Unveiling and Reception: Senate President
Rob Wagner, Gov. Kate Brown and Speaker Julie Fahey; portrait artist Robin
Damore and Gov. Brown’s mother, Sally Brown — Photos by: Joel Zak




Celebrating Community, Culture and the Beauty of Our Capitol

Cherry Blossom Day at the Capitol and Yozakura

In March, the Capitol Foundation partnered with the City of Salem to sponsor Cherry Blossom Day at the Capitol, an
annual celebration of Oregon’s cherry blossom trees and Japanese culture. Produced by the Capitol’s Visitor Services
staff, the event featured family-friendly activities, community booths, and cultural performances. The Foundation
also sponsored Yozakura, an evening celebration where the blooming cherry trees were illuminated after dark and
decorated with lanterns. The Capitol Mall remained open for several evenings, giving visitors the opportunity to
enjoy the display.

Both events were incredibly popular and a huge success. An estimated 4,000 people came into the Capitol during
the 4-hour event and hundreds of people were out nightly in the park during the time the lights and lanterns

were illuminated.

Spring Break Passport to Fun!

The Capitol Foundation was proud to serve as the presenting sponsor of the annual Spring Break Passport to Fun!
During spring break, families enjoyed a week of fun, educational activities at little or no cost. Local businesses and
community partners, including the Salem Public Library, Deepwood Museum & Gardens, Hallie Ford Museum of
Art, the Oregon State Capitol, Salem Art Association, Willamette Heritage Center, and World Beat Gallery—teamed up
to provide engaging experiences for children and families throughout the week.

The event received news media attention again this year and crowds were fantastic. More than 350 passports were
issued during the week.

Holidays at the Capitol and Tree Lighting Ceremony

Experience the magic of the holiday season at the Capitol. After a long hiatus, the Capitol Foundation was thrilled
to once again sponsor this beloved community tradition.

Holidays at the Capitol and the Tree Lighting Ceremony are free and open to the public, welcoming visitors
to celebrate the season together. Throughout the event, enjoy live musical performances by local school and
community groups, presented Monday through Saturday.

Oregon Museum Association’s Annual Conference

The Capitol Foundation was pleased to sponsor the Oregon Museums Association and Oregon Heritage Annual
Conference, held in April 2026, in Woodburn, Oregon. The conference provided an opportunity to connect with
museums and historical societies from across the state while promoting the Capitol History Gateway Exhibit
Sponsorship Program and building relationships with potential partners.

Photos Below: Courtesy of Joel Zak (left to right)
Cherry Blossom Day 2026 Performers
Holidays at the Capitol 2026 Choir Performers




Donations, Tributes and Memorials

Donations made between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026

$2,000+

Judy & Michael Hall

The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation
Hon. John Schoon

$1,000+

Jim Bernau

Hon. Ginny Burdick

Hon. Verne Duncan

Nan Heim

Kristen Kern

Hon. Greg Macpherson
Joan Plank

Annette Price

Hon. Diane Rosenbaum
Hon. Marilyn & Al Shannon
Hon. Rob Wagner

Hon. Gary & Gail Wilhelms

S$500+

Stephen & Jessica Adamson
Jean & Ray Auel

Bruce & Judy Bishop

Hon. Deborah Boone

Hon. Alan Brown

Bjorn Clouten

Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Victor Dodier & Marcia Kelley
Kim & Angus Duncan

Hon. Dan Gardner

Dan Jarman/Crosswater Strategies
John Marshall

Debbie Miller

Jack Munro

Hon. Floyd Prozanski

Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan
Obie Rutledge & Bryce Dugan
Hon. Jim Scavera

Hon. Lane & Francine Shetterly
Brian Shipley

Niki Terzieff

Angela Wilhelms

$200+

Sandra Allen

Frankie Bell

Hon. John & Debra Burns

Maribel Cadmus

Olivia Clark

Herb Colomb

Jan Coulton

Brian & Diana DelLashmutt

Chane Dillard Griggs

Hanna Family Perpetual
Foundation Inc.

Rod & Eileen Harder

Bob Howell

Hon. Delna Jones

Barbara Hamilton Kanz

John & Vickie Lattimer

Hon. John & Tresa Lively

John W. Mangan

Hon. Tom & Judy Marsh

John McCulley

Hon. Ellen Rosenblum &
Richard Meeker

Peter Merck

Jock Mills

Dr. Jim Moore

Fred Neal

Bob Oleson

Hazel Patton

Virginia Lane Pierrot

Hon. Barbara Roberts

Hon. Barbara Smith Warner

Louise C. Solliday

Doug & Jana Tindall

Hon. Greg & Mylene Walden

Elisabeth Walton Potter

Peter Wong

$100+

Hon. Jeanne Atkins

John & Debra Baker

Duane Bales

David Barenberg

Hon. Jeff & Vicki Barker

Roger & Mary Beth Bassett

Gary & Vicki Bauer

Sue Beale

Cindy Becker

Ken L. Betterton

Bryan & Kassie Boehringer

Hon. Suzanne Bonamici &
Michael Simon

Rob Bovett

Hon. Neil & Mary Bryant

Rick & Nancy Burke

Molly Cadmus

Hon. Janet Carlson

Hon. Jane Hardy Cease

Hon. Beverly Clarno

Vivian Crow

Hon. Michael Dembrow

Sue Densmore

Hon. Richard Devlin

Hon. Norm Gershon

Sandy Gilman

Mike & Mary Grainey

Mary Lou Haas

Bob Hall

Hon. Bill & Margaret Hansell

Lee Havens

Steve & Jeannette Holman

Adam Dale Howard

Hon. Dave Hunt

Hon. Bill & Cherie Kennemer

Jim Kuffner

Keith & Pam Leavitt
Hon. Dennis Luke
Hon. Kevin L. Mannix
Harris & Judy Matarazzo
Hon. Dave McTeague
Dave & Leah Nelson
Todd & Vicki Olson
JoAnn Onstott

Doris Penwell

Mac Prichard

Fred & Mary Len Rees
Gerry & Joann Reese
Robert L. “Ozzie” Rose
Hon. Bob Shiprack
Alex Sifford

Dan Simmons

Andrew J. Smith

Hon. Tootie Smith
Hon. Judy Stiegler
Jean Thorne

Jo Anne Trow

Hon. Vicki Walker
Hon. John & Cathy Watt
Hon. Al & Janet Young

Other

Joan Amico

Hon. Victor L. Backlund
Yvonne Bashor & Rick Bastasch
Russ & Delana Beaton
Steven C. Bickford

K.K. Burrell-Monaghan
Georgena Carrow

Hon. Billy & Jenny Dalto
Hon. Margaret Doherty
Ann Dolan

Gordon & Judy Fultz
Bev Goodreau

Mike & Patty Greenfield
Hon. Frank & Pat Gruber
Ray & Wanda Hansen
Marlene Haugland
Midge Hershfelt

Trish Hibler

Kay Juran

Hon. Steve March
Lester Margosian
Maggie Martin

Jack & Jan McGowan
John Mullin

Jacquelyn Nufiez

Hon. Carolyn Oakley
Les Ruark

Penney Ryan

James Scherzinger
Sally Stadelman

Jim Stembridge

Gerry Thompson
Patsy Wood

Gifts in Honor of:
Frankie Bell

Chane Griggs
Hazel Patton

Hon. Ginny Burdick
Kristen Kern

Hon. Jane Cease
Virginia Lane Pierrot

Marion A. Gabriel
Anonymous

Chane Griggs
Frankie Bell

Tip Pierce Stadelman
Sally Stadelman

Hon. Gary Wilhelms
Angela Wilhelms

Gifts in Memory of:

Hon. Verner “Andy” Anderson
Jim Bernau

Hon. Vic Atiyeh
Hon. Carolyn Oakley
Gerry Thompson

Saralynn Baker-Sifford
Alex Sifford

Richard “Dick” Banton
Cindy Becker

Kathleen Beaufait
Hon. Frank & Pat Gruber

Jerry Bieberle
John Mullin

Brig. Gen. Mike Caldwell
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Fred & Mary Len Rees

Karlyn Campbell
Hon. Al & Janet Young

Eric Carlson
Brian Shipley




Thank You to Our Donors, Volunteers, Community Partners and Everyone Who Purchased Pacific

Wonderland License Plates!

Hon. Peter Courtney
Gary & Vicki Bauer

Steve & Jeannette Holman
Hon. Vicki Walker

Hon. Gene Derfler
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Michael & Judy Hall

Kathryn Boe Duncan
Kim & Angus Duncan

Hon. George Gilman
Sandy Gilman

Hon. Avel Louise Gordly

Sandra Allen

Fred Neal

Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan

Mark Haak

Frankie Bell

Michael & Judy Hall

Joan Plank

Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan

Hon. Harl H. Haas
Mary Lou Haas

Hon. Gary Hansen
Hon. Steve March

Hon. Mark O. Hatfield
Dan Jarman/Crosswater Strategies

Hon. Bob Jenson
Hon. Deborah Boone

Hon. Vera Katz
Hon. Jane Hardy Cease

Lenore Kipp

Ann Dolan

Lee Havens

Trish Hibler

Gerry & Joann Reese

Hon. Phil Lang
Gary & Vicki Bauer
Hon. Delna Jones
Doris Penwell

Ellen Lowe

Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Fred Neal

Hon. Diane Rosenbaum

Hon. Bill Markham
Jim Bernau

Hon. Roger Martin
Maggie Martin

Dorine L. McTeague
Hon. Dave McTeague
Michael & Judy Hall

Hon. Rod Monroe
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation

Mark Nelson
John Marshall
Joan Plank

Hon. Glenn Otto
Bob Hall

Gil Riddell
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore

Peggy Sato
Sandra Allen
Roger & Mary Beth Bassett

Gary & Vicki Bauer

Steven C. Bickford

Hon. John & Debra Burns
Hon. Beverly Clarno

Hon. Michael Dembrow
Chane Griggs

Michael & Judy Hall

Keith & Pam Leavitt

John McCulley

Louise C. Solliday

Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan
Hon. Greg & Mylene Walden
Peter Wong

Hon. Al & Janet Young

Phyllis Shoemake
Hon. John Schoon

Hon. Dick Springer
Jan Coulton

Hon. Charles Starr
Michael & Judy Hall
The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation

Al Thompson
John W. Mangan

Hon. George Trahern
Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan

Fred VanNatta
Jim Bernau
Hon. Dennis Luke

Beatrice Walton Sackett
Elisabeth Walton Potter

Hon. Jackie Winters
Jim Bernau
Peter Wong

Want to support our work? Here are a few ways to get involved:

Make a Donation

Purchase Pacific Wonderland
License Plates

Sponsor an Event

Capitol Volunteers and
Community Partners play an
important role in creating a
memorable and meaningful
experience for everyone who
visits the Oregon State Capitol —
from students and school groups
to government leaders and
guests from around the world.

We'd like to recognize and thank
all 39 of our volunteers, who
have contributed 1,719 hours so
far this year!

Thank you to:

Bill Blitz, Daniel Braker, Patty
Breyman, lesha Brown, Lisa
Burger, Diana Burgos, Lisa

Cejka, Nate Clampitt, Mary Ann
Damerell, Dennis Douglas, Ulyana
Fastenko, Brian Fenderson, Mel
Galligher, Wanda Hansen, Sarah
Hunt, Lesley Johnson, Liz and
Creig Kleckler, Alice LaViolette,
Tim Lewis, Kathy Lingo, Anita
McJunkin, Violetta Navarrete,
Vickie Nokleby, Jackie Nunez,
Jackie Ogan, Gracy Parry, Kelly
Peterson, Eunice Porter, Ann
Rava, Alana Sapp, Larry Saunders,
Jean Scaglione, Karen Sloan,
David Sparks, Susan Tribotti, and
Estelle Watson.

Legacy Planning




Why were these Oregon Governors, past and
present, at the Capitol on June 167?

See page 4 for the answer.

To download a copy of this year’s Annual Report,
please visit our website.

CAPITOL
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PO Box 13472 | Salem OR 97309-1472
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From Dedication to Dedication: The Oregon State Capitol, 1938-2026
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The Oregon State Capitol was officially dedicated
on October 1, 1938, following the destruction of
the 1876 Capitol building in the 1935 fire. Drawing
more than 1,000 residents, 42 state officials, and
five former governors—jay Bowerman, Oswald
West, Ben W. Olcott, Walter M. Pierce, and A. W.
Norblad. Governor Charles H. Martin delivered
remarks on the occasion, which also happened to
be his 75th birthday.

Nearly nine decades later, the Capitol’s Plaza
dedication honors the building’s role in Oregon’s
history while celebrating its preservation for
future generations.

Photos: Courtesy of Ron Cooper (botton, left to right)

May 26, 2026, Plaza Dedicaton Ceremony—Remarks give

by Senate President Rob Wagner.
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