
Your support makes our mission to preserve our Capitol, share its history and engage Oregonians in our democracy possible.

When the Capitol Foundation 
was created by the Legislature 
back in 1997, I’m not sure there 
was a clear vision of just what 
the organization might become.
As we continue to mature now 
for almost three decades, a 

number of our past projects are visible in and 
around the Capitol. Examples, among others, are 
the Walk of the Flags, the restored Liberty Bell, 
the Medal of Honor Memorial and the benches 
in the rotunda. We will continue to complete 
projects such as these because it is part of our 
statutory charge to “enhance and embellish the 
State Capitol in keeping with the design and 
purpose of the building and adjacent areas.”
But we might be better known for our ongoing 
projects such as the Capitol History Gateway, 
Oral Histories and the Civics Education Initiative. 
These projects truly represent the preservation 
of State Capitol history and promotion of good 
citizenship, among the Capitol Foundation’s most 
important goals.
All Oregonians should celebrate the completion 
of the renovation of our State Capitol. It will 
be safer, more efficient and, once again, truly 
beautiful. The Capitol Foundation has been a 
strong supporter of the Capitol Master Plan and 
renovation since its conception.
It is an honor to serve as the Capitol Foundation’s 
Chair during 2025-2026. I believe our experience 
and success have clarified our vision. Your 
involvement, a great Board of Directors, efficient 
support of our Court Street Consulting staff and 
our partnership with the Capitol’s Visitor Services 
staff make it all possible. We are excited for future 
projects and events as the Capitol building begins 
to reopen this Fall. Please stay tuned for details 
about reopening celebrations. 
Thank you!

2025 Annual Report July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025

Summertime at the Capitol. Photo by: Ron Cooper
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Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2024-25

Here are some of the ways the Capitol Foundation puts your investment to work:
Events, Projects, Programs and Sponsorships

•	 Capitol Alumni Reunion Luncheon
•	 Capitol History Gateway Revolving Exhibit Sponsorship Program
•	 Capitol Volunteer Program
•	 Cherry Blossom Day and Yozakura at the Capitol
•	 Civics Education Initiative (CEI)
•	 Governors’ Portrait Search Project – What’s in Your Attic?
•	 Oral History Project
•	 Oregon Museum Association’s Annual Conference
•	 Professional Training for Visitor Services Staff and Capitol Tour Guides
•	 Spring Break Passport to Fun
•	 Welcome! 2025

Communications 
Provides printed and electronic communications sharing news about the important 
work we accomplish together.  

Administrative and Management
Includes essential day-to-day operational costs, audit and bookkeeping, legal services, 
insurance and logistics.
An independent audit of the Capitol Foundation’s financial activity for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2025 was successfully completed by redw Advisors & CPAs. The firm 
also prepared and filed the Capitol Foundation’s tax documents. A public copy of the 
most recent IRS Form 990 is available upon request. For more information, please 
contact us.  
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OFFICERS
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Hon. Verne Duncan, Chair
Herb Colomb
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Genoa Ingram

For Every Dollar You Donate, Here’s Where Your Money Goes:

21%

10%

69%
Fiscal Year 2024-25:

Programs, Events & Sponsorships 69%   
Communications 21% 
Administrative & Management 10%
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Projects, Programs and Sponsorships

The Capitol History Gateway Revolving Exhibit Sponsorship Program is funded 
by the Capitol Foundation and managed by the Capitol’s Visitor Services staff 
with support from volunteers and community partners. The program supports 
rotating historical exhibits across Oregon. In March, the Capitol Foundation 
awarded nearly $30,000 in sponsorships to four exhibits as part of the program’s 
fourth round. The selected exhibits are:

•	 Japanese American Museum of Oregon. Exhibit title: Standing for Justice: 
The Japanese American Journey in Oregon

•	 The Museum at Warm Springs. Exhibit title: Saddle Up! Ranchers and Rodeo 
Life of The Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs

•	 Cascade Locks Historical Museum. Exhibit title: Riveting History: A 
Centennial Celebration of the Bridge of the Gods

•	 Maxville Heritage Center. Exhibit title: Maxville; Multicultural Timber 
History Through an Archaeological Lens

The exhibits will be available virtually at www.oregoncapitol.com from July 
2026 through June 2027, and displayed physically at the Capitol in 2028.

The Capitol Volunteer Program is supported by the Capitol Foundation, provides 
essential training, supplies and resources to its volunteers. In appreciation of 
their service, the program also hosts an annual celebration lunch to honor and 
thank the volunteers for their contributions.

The Civics Education Initiative (CEI) awarded nearly $120,000 in its fourth round 
to the Boys and Girls Club of Salem–Marion and Polk Counties; Civics Learning 
Project; East County Rising Community Projects; Foundations for a Better Oregon; 
Oregon Alliance of Boys and Girls Clubs; Oregon Boys State; PSU Center for 
Women’s Leadership; YMCA Youth and Government and Young Leaders Program.
These organizations carry out programs to deepen knowledge about Oregon’s 
state and local governments and encourage participants to be involved with 
public policymaking. 

The Oral History Project shares our Capitol’s history through interviews with 
those who worked there – former elected officials, staffers, lobbyists and 
influential Oregonians. New interviews added this year include Speakers 
Larry Campbell, Bruce Hanna and Arnie Roblan; Senators Rick Metsger and 
Mae Yih; lobbyist Nan Heim; Capitol staff, Frankie Bell and Herb Colomb; 
military veteran advocate, Dick Tobiason and the sculptor of the November 
Sprinter, Tom Morandi. Interviews can be viewed on the Oregon State Capitol 
YouTube Channel by scanning the QR code below, as well as on the Capitol 
Foundation’s website.

“What’s in Your Attic?” The Governors’ Portrait Search Project asked for your 
help tracking down artwork portraying former Oregon governors. We are 
excited to report that thirteen portraits have been located since the project 
began in 2021. Our most recent “finds” are portraits of Walter M. Pierce (Jan. 8, 
1923 – Jan. 10, 1927) and George L. Woods (Sept. 12, 1866 – Sept. 14, 1870). All 
of the found portraits will remain where we found them, in museums, private 
homes and elsewhere.  
Although our official search ended in early 2025, we still welcome tips about any 
missing portraits you come across.

Scan to view the Oregon 
State Capitol Oral History 

YouTube Channel

Digital Exhibit: “ReEnvisioned: 
Contemporary Portraits of Our Black 
Ancestors” (May 1 - June 30, 2025) 

CEI awardees from round three–Oregon 
Business and Industry Foundation, 2023

Frankie Bell, OSCF Board member and 
Capitol staff, oral history interview, 2024

https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/project/exhibit-sponsorship/
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/project/civics-education-initiative/
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/project/oral-history-project/
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnKZFi_Fkq7t0pdBheo4csUTn3Pb9Ys_X
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/project/oral-history-project/
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/project/oral-history-project/
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/project/governors-portraits/


Capitol Alumni Reunion 2024
Every year, the Capitol Foundation hosts a reunion lunch for 
those who worked in the Oregon State Capitol. It’s a chance for 
former colleagues and friends to reconnect and share stories. 
We had a wonderful turnout with just over a hundred alumni 
attending last year’s luncheon in September.
Jodie Jones, Project Director of the Capitol Accessibility, 
Maintenance and Safety (CAMS) project, gave an update on the 
renovation progress. She shared projected reopening dates and 
offered a few fun and surprising facts about the ongoing work. 
This year’s Capitol Alumni Reunion is just around the corner—
mark your calendar for September 4! 

Welcome! 2025
The Capitol Foundation and the Capitol Club hosted new and 
returning statewide elected officials, legislators and lobbyists to 
a celebration kicking off the 2025 Oregon Legislative Session in 
February at Willamette University.
Thank you to our sponsors for helping make this event a success!

Title Sponsors:
Oregon State Capitol Foundation 
Capitol Club

Bronze Sponsors:
BAU Oregon
CFM Advocates
Dalton Advocacy, Inc.
Oregon Business & Industry 
Willamette Valley Vineyards

Contributing Sponsors:
The Holt Company
Oregon Beer & Wine Distributors Association 
Southern Glazers Wine & Spirits

We look forward to Welcome! 2027 at the Capitol!

Pictured top to bottom: 
2024 Capitol Alumni Reunion: Alumni attendees; 

Congressman Earl Blumenauer, Peggy Sato, Eli Bliss and Verne Duncan 

Welcome! 2025: Serena Campos, Jessica Adamson and 
Senate President, Rob Wagner; OSCF Board Chair, Gary Wilhelms and 

Capitol Club President, Elizabeth Howe – Photos by: Joel Zak

Capitol Foundation Events and Sponsored Events



Cherry Blossom Day at the Capitol and Yozakura 
In March, the Capitol Foundation partnered with the City of Salem to sponsor Cherry Blossom Day on the Capitol 
Mall, celebrating the cherry trees and Japanese culture in Oregon. The annual community event is produced by the 
Capitol’s Visitor Services staff and features booths, activities, and performances for all ages. The Capitol Foundation 
was also presenting sponsor of Yozakura, a nightly celebration showcasing the blooming cherry blossom trees 
beautifully illuminated after dark. Oregon Parks and Recreation decorated the trees with lanterns and kept the Mall 
open for several evenings.  

Spring Break Passport to Fun! 
The Capitol Foundation is proud to be the presenting sponsor of the Capitol History Gateway’s annual Spring Break 
Passport to Fun! event. This year, eight downtown locations joined together to offer free or discounted family-
friendly activities during spring break. The City of Salem Library, Deepwood Museum, Hallie Ford Museum of Art, 
Oregon State Capitol, Salem Art Association, State Capitol State Park, Willamette Heritage Center and World Beat 
Gallery teamed up—giving families a fun and engaging way to enjoy the week off from school.

Oregon Museum Association’s Annual Conference 
The Capitol Foundation enjoyed the opportunity in September and again in April, to support and network 
with museums and historical societies across the state while promoting the Capitol History Gateway Exhibit 
Sponsorship Program.

Cherry Blossom Day at the Capitol, 2025
Visitors and musical performers – Photos by: Joel Zak

Celebrating Community, Culture and the Beauty of Our Capitol



$2,000+
Margie Courtney
Hon. Verne Duncan
Judy & Michael Hall
Hon. Phil & Ginny Lang
Joan Plank

$1,000+
Jim Bernau
Genoa Ingram & Court Street 

Consulting, LLC
The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation
Hon. Greg Macpherson
Hon. Tony & Carolyn Meeker
Dale Penn & CFM Advocates
Annette Price
Hon. John Schoon
Hon. Marilyn & Al Shannon
Hon. Gary & Gail Wilhelms

$500+
Stephen & Jessica Adamson
Frankie Bell
Bruce & Judy Bishop
Hon. Alan Brown
Hon. Ginny Burdick 	
Kim & Angus Duncan
Hon. Gary Hansen
Nan Heim
Dan Jarman & Crosswater 

Strategies
Jim Moore
Jack Munro & Kathy Keene
Irene Mylan
Obie Rutledge
Daniel P. Santos
Brian Shipley
Hon. Norm & Kathy Smith
Hon. Tony Van Vliet
Hon. Greg Walden
Angela Wilhelms
Hon. Mae Yih

$200+
Johnny & Myrna Alexander
Sandra L. Allen
Jim & Liz Anderson
Jean & Ray Auel
Hon. John & Debra Burns
Olivia Clark
Jan Coulton
Alex & Diana Cuyler
Victor Dodier & Marcia Kelley
Hon. Margaret Doherty
Fidelity Charitable
Hon. Dan Gardner
Cheryl Gribskov
Barbara Hamilton Kanz

Hanna Family Perpetual 
Foundation Inc.

John Lattimer
Hon. John & Tresa Lively
Hon. Kevin & Susanna Mannix
Hon. Tom & Judy Marsh
John Marshall
John McCulley
Dorine McTeague
Debbie Miller
Hon. Raquel Moore-Green & 
	 Jim Green
Fred R. Neal
Doris Penwell
Lane Pierrot
Hon. Floyd Prozanski
Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan
Joan Robinson
Jim Sellers
Niki Terzieff
Doug & Jana Tindall
Hon. Rob Wagner
Elisabeth Walton Potter
Hon. Al & Jan Young

$100+
Hon. Jeanne Atkins
Duane Bales
David Barenberg
Hon. Jeff Barker
Roger & Mary Beth Bassett
Gary & Vicki Bauer
Jo Bell
Hon. Vicki Berger
Ken L. Betterton
Nancy Blaney & Phil Rotondi
Bryan & Kassie Boehringer
Hon. Suzanne Bonamici & 
	 Michael Simon
Rob Bovett
Kristi Bowman
Hon. Neil Bryant
Hon. Janet Carlson
Hon. Beverly Clarno
Hon. Tony Corcoran 
Vivian Crow
Brian DeLashmutt
Sue Densmore
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Robert and Karen Dernedde 

Trustees
Marisa Fink
Richard & Cindy Finlayson
Hon. Norm Gershon
Sandra Gilman
Mike & Mary Grainey
Mike & Patty Greenfield
Chane Griggs
Bob Hall

Dixie Hannon
Rod & Eileen Harder
Bob Howell
Hon. Dave Hunt
Jim Kuffner
Pamela Leavitt
Melton & Julie LuCore
Hon. Randy Miller
Jock Mills
Hon. Laurie Monnes Anderson
Dave & Leah Nelson
Bob Oleson
JoAnn Onstott
Hon. Rob & Mary Patridge
Hazel Patton
Hon. Paul Phillips
Mac Prichard
Bill & Susan Prows
Keith Putman
Hon. Arnie & Arlene Roblan
Hon Ellen F. Rosenblum & 
	 Richard H. Meeker
Les Ruark
Mary Sayler
Dan Simmons
Hon. Tootie Smith
Hon. Judy Stiegler
Gerry Thompson
Jean Thorne
Jo Anne Trow
Kerry & Becky Tymchuk
Hon. Vicki Walker
Gary Weeks
Edith & Charles Weiss
Tuck Wilson
Peter Wong

Other
Hon. Victor L. Backlund
Hon. Deborah A. Boone
Hon. John & Jan Brenneman
Richard & Nancy Burke
Jane Cummins
Hon. Billy & Jenny Dalto
Hon. Richard Devlin
Sandy Flicker
Gordon & Judy Fultz
Peter Green
Mary Beth Herkert
Duaine & Midge Hershfelt
Lyn Horine
Hon. Carl Hosticka
Adam Dale Howard
Marilyn Johnston
Kay Juran
Jonah Liden
Jesse Lipson
Hon. Steve March

Lester Margosian
Jack & Jan McGowan
Faye Melius
Patrick Monaghan & 
	 K.K. Burrell-Monaghan
Cliff & Micheline Mosher
Jacquelyn A. Nunez
Hon. Carolyn Oakley
Marc Overbeck
Denyse Peterson
Alicia Philpot
Paula L. Ritter
Susan Schneider

Gifts in Honor of:
Frankie Bell
Sandra L. Allen	
Chane Griggs

Hon. Jane Cease
Lane Pierrot

Hon. Gene Derfler
Hon. Mae Yih

Chane Griggs
Frankie Bell

Oregon YMCA Youth & 
Government

Marisa Fink

Hon. Wayne Scott
Hon. Victor L. Backlund

Gifts in Memory of:
Hon. Verner “Andy” Anderson
Jim Bernau

Hon. Vic Atiyeh
Gerry Thompson

Richard “Dick” Banton
Jo Bell

Kathleen Beaufait
Hon. John & Debra Burns
Judy & Michael Hall
Lyn Horine
Dorine McTeague
Fred R. Neal
Joan Robinson
Edith & Charles Weiss

Hon. Bill Bradbury
Peter Green

Donations, Tributes and Memorials
Donations made between July 1, 2024, and June 30, 2025



Want to support our work? Here are a few ways to get involved:

Make a Donation Legacy PlanningSponsor an Event

Karlyn Campbell
Frankie Bell
Joan Plank
Hon. Norm & Kathy Smith

Hon. Peter Courtney and 
Memorial Event

Sandra L. Allen
Frankie Bell
Hon. Vicki Berger
Hon. Ginny Burdick
Hon. Beverly Clarno
Margie Courtney
Jane Cummins
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Judy & Michael Hall
Nan Heim
Genoa Ingram
Hon. Kevin & Susanna Mannix
Hon. Laurie Monnes Anderson
Fred R. Neal
Hon. Carolyn Oakley
Dale Penn & CFM Advocates
Denyse Peterson
Joan Plank
Hon. Floyd Prozanski
Daniel P. Santos
Hon. Rob Wagner
Hon. Vicki Walker
Peter Wong
Hon. Al & Jan Young

Hon. Jim Gardner
Mary Beth Herkert
Hon Ellen F. Rosenblum & 
	 Richard H. Meeker

Hon. George Gilman
Sandra Gilman

Hon. Gary Hansen
Sandra L. Allen

Hon. Glenn Otto
Bob Hall

Gill Riddell
Fred R. Neal

Beatrice Walton Sackett
Elisabeth Walton Potter

Russell Sadler
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore

Hon. Gene Sayler
Mary Sayler

Hon. Dick Springer
Jan Coulton

Ron Steiner
Hazel Patton

Fred VanNatta
Jo Bell
Jim Bernau
Hon. John & Debra Burns
Cheryl Gribskov
Judy & Michael Hall
Genoa Ingram
The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation
Barbara Hamilton Kanz
Melton & Julie LuCore
Hon. Tony & Carolyn Meeker
Hon. Raquel Moore-Green & 
	 Jim Green
Joan Plank
Hon. Bob Repine & Darcy Strahan
Daniel P. Santos
Hon. Al & Jan Young

Louise Van Vliet
Hon. Tony Van Vliet

Hon. Bob Jenson
Hon. Deborah A. Boone

Hon. Denny Jones
Hon. Greg Walden

Hon. Phil Lang
Jim & Liz Anderson
Frankie Bell
Nancy Blaney & Phil Rotondi
Hon. John & Jan Brenneman
Hon. John & Debra Burns
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore
Robert and Karen Dernedde 

Trustees
Hon. Margaret Doherty
Richard & Cindy Finlayson
Judy & Michael Hall
Nan Heim
Fred R. Neal
Marc Overbeck
Hon. Rob & Mary Patridge
Doris Penwell
Joan Plank
Annette Price
Bill & Susan Prows
Daniel P. Santos
Kerry & Becky Tymchuk
Hon. Tony Van Vliet
Hon. Al & Jan Young

Hon. Bill Markham
Jim Bernau

Hon. Roger Martin
Gary & Vicki Bauer

Hon. Bill Morrisette
Hon. Al & Sally Densmore

Hon. Clay Myers
Tuck Wilson

Hon. Jackie Winters
Jim Bernau

Capitol Volunteers and 
Community Partners play an 
important role in creating a 
memorable and meaningful 
experience for everyone who 
visits the Oregon State Capitol — 
from students and school groups 
to government leaders and 
guests from around the world.

We would like to recognize and 
thank the 30 volunteers who, 
together, have contributed 370 
years of service to the Oregon 
State Capitol!

Thank you to:
Leona Albin, Bill Blitz, Patty 
Breyman, Lisa Cejka, Mary Ann 
Damerell, Dennis Douglas, Robin 
Duda, Brian Fenderson, Melva 
Galligher, Wanda Hansen, Sarah 
Hunt, Ruth Kaser, Creig Kleckler, 
Liz Kleckler, Alice LaViolette, 
Tim Lewis, Anita McJunkin, 
Violeta Navarrete, Vickie Nokleby, 
Jackie Nunez, Kelly Peterson, 
Eunice Porter, Ilene Schwartz, 
Helene Searcy, David Sparks, 
Susan Tribotti, Estelle Watson, 
Linda Weigel, Donna Wiens 
and Jim Wiens.

We also partner with other 
nonprofits, heritage sites, 
museums and community 
organizations to bring 
Oregonians together to learn 
about and celebrate our rich and 
diverse heritage.   

Thank You to Our Donors, Volunteers, Community Partners and Everyone Who Purchased Pacific 
Wonderland License Plates!

Purchase Pacific Wonderland 
License Plates
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To download the Annual Report, please visit our website.

Hispanic Heritage Day Performers at the Capitol 2018
Photo by: Lonnie and Kim Thurston

We are excited to announce upcoming events 
taking place at the Capitol in 2025, proudly 

sponsored by the Capitol Foundation.

September 29 – October 30
The Nez Perce in Oregon – Removal and 
Return Exhibit by the Josephy Center for 

Arts and Culture

October 11
Hispanic Heritage Day

November 10-14
A Tribute to Veterans Exhibit

December 2
Holidays at the Capitol 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 

December 3-24
Holidays at the Capitol Performances

For more details, please visit: 
www.oregoncapitol.com/events/ 

That was then, this is now.
The Oregon Pioneer, created by sculptor Ulric Ellerhusen in New Jersey, was completed in 1938. It was shipped to Oregon through the 
Panama Canal and then transported by rail to Salem, where installation began on September 17, 1938. Since then, the statue has been 
regilded with a new layer of gold leaf four times and is now set to receive its fifth.

FUN FACT! Board member Joan Plank’s father was nine years old when the current Capitol building opened in 1938. She remembers 
his stories about how he and other children were able to crawl around inside the Oregon Pioneer while it lay in front of the building 
awaiting installation. He said he could roll-over in the Oregon Pioneer’s head. 

A photograph of the Oregon Pioneer after it had been uncrated on a flatbed truck 
in front of the State Capitol in 1938. Provided By The Oregon State Capitol.

The Oregon Pioneer 
stands 23 feet tall. 
The head measures 
six feet ten inches 
in circumference. It 
is hollow inside, and 
weighs 8.5 tons with a 
gold leaf finish. 

Photo by: Ron Cooper
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