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SamaZama – Koto and Cello Duo – To Perform a Nighttime Concert  

Under the Cherry Blossom Trees in State Capitol State Park During Yozakura 

 

Salem, Ore. – SamaZama Koto/Cello Duo is a collaboration of the koto – a Japanese traditional 

musical instrument played by Masumi Timson, Salem resident, and the cello played by Joseph 

Harchanko. The performing group is scheduled to perform in State Capitol State Park on 

Saturday, March 29 at 7 p.m. under the canopy of cherry blossom trees. 

“Samazama” is the Japanese word for variety. The duo combines the esoteric nature of 

traditional and contemporary Japanese music with tango, jazz, blues, and western classical 

music, blending the instruments and music of Eastern and Western cultures in a moving and 

uncommon musical synthesis. Their music deftly unites these two widely divergent instruments 

through traditional and contemporary koto works to create a vibrant musical soundscape that 

soothes and inspires.  

 Yozakura is viewing the cherry blossoms at night. Parks staff will be illuminating the 

cherry blossoms with Japanese lanterns and lights, March 15-31. The public is invited to partake 

in Yozakura by bringing a blanket, camping chairs, and a nighttime picnic to enjoy under the 

canopy of trees. There is no alcohol allowed in the park, and the park closes at 10 p.m. 

The Capitol will be posting the updates of the blooms to its Facebook and Instagram 

accounts beginning March 1 to share the status of the trees and the park with the annual “Bloom 

Watch.” By March 17, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department will also have a livestream of 

the mall on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@OregonParks so you can keep up-to-date with 

the status of the trees and blossoms.  

 State Capitol State Park surrounds the Capitol and activities will be taking place in the 

mall area, which is directly across the Capitol on Court Street. 

The Oregon State Capitol Foundation and the City of Salem are presenting sponsors of 

these events. For more information on events at the Capitol, call Visitor Services at 503-986-

1388 or visit http://www.oregoncapitol.com/events. 
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