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Together, we’re inspiring a love of our Capitol, its history and 
our democracy

Continued on back cover

Capitol names. When 
Phil Cogswell gave the 
Foundation permission to 
reproduce his Capitol Names 

book, it evolved into a project 
to develop an online resource to 

tell the stories of the people behind the names 
listed on the friezes in Oregon’s Senate and 
House chambers.
Once the first phase of our Capitol Names 
project is complete, we’ll begin researching 
other influential Oregonians deserving of 
recognition for their contributions to our state. 
We’ll keep you up to date as this next phase 
takes shape. 
Pictured: Abigail Scott Duniway, c. 1879 Oregon 
Historical Society Research Library, ba018089.

Like you, we’re looking forward to the day our 
Capitol can safely reopen. When it does, whether 
you want to learn about the building, what makes 
Oregonians so unique or how you can get involved 
in Oregon’s government, you can find the answers in 
the Oregon Capitol Welcome Center. This new space 
is in the heart of our Capitol. 
This much-anticipated project is a collaborative 
effort of the Foundation, Capitol Visitor Services 
and many community partners throughout Oregon. 
A heartfelt thank you to all those involved — 
including our donors and purchasers of Pacific 
Wonderland license plates — for making this 
project possible. "It’s thrilling to see this vision for 
the Welcome Center become a reality," said Judy Hall, 
OSCF Chair.
On your next visit, you can get a glimpse into the 
complexities of our state’s vibrant history as told 
by some of the many ethnic groups in our state. 
We believe that illuminating our collective past 
will inspire you and others to learn more about the 
cultural fabric of Oregonians. The interactive digital 
displays give details about heritage sites, museums 
and other locations to visit to get the rest of our 
shared story — the good, the bad and the ugly. 
Learning from our past enables us to build a better, 
more inclusive future for everyone.
This is the Foundation’s largest single investment 
for improving the building and the visitor 
experience to date. However, it's only one of 
the many ways we’re putting your donations 
to work for Oregonians. Here are a few of our 
current projects:

Governors’ portraits. We are 
searching for the locations of 
portraits and busts of former 
Oregon governors.  

“We will be sharing details 
about where everyone can view 

these valuable pieces of history,” said OSCF 
Board member Joan Plank, who is helping 
direct the project. "We’re also interested in 
hearing the stories about how any artwork 
previously displayed in our Capitol made its 
journey to locations outside the building." 
Pictured: Former Governor Theodore Geer, the first 
Oregon governor to have been born here.  
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Jane Cease receives Bell Award from 
Foundation
On April 14, 2021, the Foundation Board recognized former 
State Senator Jane Cease for her tireless work evolving 
the Oregon State Capitol Foundation from a legislative 
organization to an independent charitable nonprofit in 2015.   
While serving as OSCF Chair, Kim Duncan selected 
Cease to receive the award. Challenges presented by 
the coronavirus pandemic caused delays in adopting 
the new policy and presenting the prestigious 
Bell Award. The award, named after founding member 
Frankie Bell, recognizes individuals who’ve made 
outstanding contributions to the organization. 
“It’s my honor to present the 
Bell Award to Jane on behalf of our 
very grateful colleagues,” said Duncan. 
“Her work required vision, tenacity, 
wisdom and administrative fortitude 
as she guided the organization to 
a new stage of independence and 
expanded capacity.”
Cease served in the Oregon House of 
Representatives from 1979-1984 and in 
the Oregon State Senate from 1985-1991. 
A volunteer on the Foundation Board since 2004, she served 
as Vice Chair of the organization from 2011-13 and Chair 
from 2013-2015.

Former State Senator 
Jane Cease, recipient of 
the 2021 Bell Award.

Answer from back cover.

Senator Bill Kennemer served as a senator 
from 1987 until resigning Jan. 15, 1997. He 
began serving as a representative in 2009 
and retired in 2018. In 2021, Clackamas and 
Marion county commissioners appointed 
him to the Oregon State Senate. 

Our research leads us to believe that Kennemer is the first 
Oregon legislator to serve in the Senate, move to the House 
and then return to the Senate. 

You can view a chronological list of Oregon legislators 
from 1841 to present — and do your own fact checking —  
at www.oregonlegislature.gov/legislators-chronological. 

At your service
Officers
Judy Hall, Chair
Nan Heim, Vice Chair
Kim Duncan, Secretary
Bruce Bishop, Treasurer

Legislative members
Sen. Ginny Burdick
Sen. Tim Knopp 
Sen. Deb Patterson
Rep. Paul Evans
Rep. Raquel Moore-Green
Rep. Ron Noble

Board members
Jessica Adamson*

Bruce Anderson
Frankie Bell
Hon. Jane Cease
Dan Jarman
Hon. Phil Lang*

Steve Lee*

Hon. Anthony Meeker
Fred Neal 
Joan Plank 
Hon. Bob Repine
Ed Schoaps
Hon. Norm Smith
Angela Wilhelms*

Hon. Gary Wilhelms

Emeritus members
Hon. Verne Duncan, Chair
Herb Colomb
Fred VanNatta

Executive director 
Genoa Ingram 
* Pending Legislative Administration 

Committee confirmation.

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/legislators-chronological
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Whether you’re 
buying new or it’s 
time to renew, 
retro your ride with 
Pacific Wonderland 
license plates. 

Your purchase keeps 
Oregon’s history alive. 
Learn how at http://
tinyurl.com/PWPlates.

That
was then,

but  
this 

is now

The Oregon State Capitol 
Foundation is revealing our modern 
logo this summer, and you are 
among the first to see it!
The significant transformation 
to its look helps distinguish our 
organization as a stand-alone 
nonprofit, not a government entity. 
Patterned after the lettering carved 
into the building’s white Vermont 
marble, the innovative design still 
represents the Foundation’s ties to 
the Oregon State Capitol and the 
inspirational people who make 
their life’s work there. 
Our commitment to you remains 
the same. Your support will 
continue to preserve our Capitol, 
share its history and engage 
Oregonians in our democracy.

Please join us in remembering these 
remarkable Oregonians
Kathryn Reule Boe-Duncan, who served on the 
Foundation Board from 2003-2012, died March 5, 2021, 
at age 90. When asked about her mother-in-law, OSCF 
Secretary Kim Duncan shared, “Kathy was a teacher, 
Chairperson of the Oregon Public Broadcasting 
Board and an accomplished musician with a thrilling 
soprano voice.”
Senator Jim Gardner died April 10, 2021, at age 
74. Gardner served in the Oregon State Senate 
for six years. After leaving the Senate, he and his 
wife Lynda founded the government affairs firm 
Gardner and Gardner. 
Representative Bill Markham, who served on the 
Foundation Board from 2006-2014, died April 5, 2021, at 
age 98. He was a driving force behind the Foundation’s 
Claire Phillips Memorial project (pictured left). 
"Bill was a member of the greatest generation, a 
distinguished Army Air Corps veteran,” said OSCF 
Board member Gary Wilhelms. “And he was my 
mentor when I was a new legislator.”

http://tinyurl.com/PWPlates
http://tinyurl.com/PWPlates
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Civics education. Created in 2021, 
our new Education Committee 
is already collaborating with 
community partners to promote 
civics education for Oregonians 

of all ages. Additional educational 
projects coming soon. 

Pictured: Governor Kate Brown with 2019 YMCA 
Youth and Government students.

Capitol alumni reunion. Our last 
trip down memory lane was so 
much fun. "We hope to see more 
alumni at our next reunion," said 
Judy Hall, OSCF Chair. If you 

formerly worked in our Capitol, 
watch for an announcement about a get 

together this fall if the building is open to all.
Pictured: Former Oregon Governor Ted Kulongoski. 

Oral histories. HistoryBuilt is 
busy interviewing prominent 
Oregonians as part of our oral 
history project. In addition 
to producing ten-minute 

videos, available at https://
oregoncapitolfoundation.org/oral-history, 

they’re now creating shorter videos with 
timeless messages sure to move Oregonians to 
make their mark. 
Pictured: Former State Senator Jackie Winters.

Legislator database. The Office 
of Chief Clerk staff created 
an online resource listing 
Oregon’s legislators from 1841 
to present. The Foundation is 

collaborating with their team, 
Secretary of Senate staff and others to 

add more historical facts to this resource, which 
is available at www.oregonlegislature.gov/
legislators-chronological. 
Pictured: Former State Representative Roger Martin. 
Photo courtesy of The Oregonian.

 

What Oregonian 
served as a senator 
from 1987 to 1997 and 
a representative from 

2009 to 2018 before returning to 
serve in the Oregon State Senate 
in 2021? Answer inside. 


