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Japanese Culture
Celebrated at the Capitol

Join us for these events at your
Oregon State Capitol

Veterans Uniform Exhibit

The skies were sunny and the trees
were overflowing with gorgeous cherry
blossoms on Cherry Blossom Day at
the Capitol, Saturday, March 19. Cosponsored by the Oregon State Capitol
Foundation, Cherry Blossom Day
celebrates the rich impact of Japanese
culture on Oregon and the history of
the cherry industry in our state.

(April 27 to May 23)

Military uniforms from the Civil War to
the present day are on display.

This Place Matters Exhibit
(May 25 to June 9)

See photos of Salem’s historic buildings
and neighborhoods and other places that
matter to people who entered the 2016
Salem Historic Photo Contest.

The large and enthusiastic crowd
enjoyed the Taiko drummers, Bonsai
display and demonstration, Japanese
dance and chorus performances,
martial arts demonstration, children’s
activities, and much more.

150 Years of
Statehood Exhibit
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(June 1 to July 30)
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Kites were a new element at this
year’s event. The Association of
Oregon Kiters gave complimentary
make-your-own-kite kits to children,
who had a wonderful time making and
flying kites on the mall underneath the
cherry blossoms.

Capitol Events

This exhibit shows how geology crafted
Oregon’s landscape and natural
resources and continues to shape the
land and lives of its citizens.

Concert in the Park

(Saturday, June 25, noon)

Enjoy a concert by the Salem
Philharmonic Orchestra in Willson
Park, featuring excerpts from
“Oklahoma!,” “Star Wars,” Beethoven’s
“Pastoral Symphony,” and “The American
Frontier.” Families are encouraged to
bring picnic lunches and blankets and
sit on the grass.
All exhibits and events are free and open
to the public. For more information, visit
www.oregonlegislature.gov.

At Your Service

A Message from the Chair
by Fred Neal, OSCF Chair
The increasingly dire conditions
in the Capitol are, at last, to be
partially addressed!
In its February “short session”
the Legislature approved $50
million in projects and $30 million
in bond funding this biennium to
address a wide range of at-risk
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems, security
and safety issues, and Americans with Disability Act
(ADA) failings at the Capitol. In this biennium, the initial
$30 million will support some of the following upgrades:
• Installation of modernized mechanical and electrical
distribution systems, including new boilers to heat the
historic portion of the Capitol, and new underground
vaults to house the systems
• Restroom renovations that address longstanding
plumbing and ADA deficiencies
• Stairwells that conform to modern safety codes to
connect the first, second, and third floors
• New ADA-accessible entrances at the front and back of
the Capitol
• New or upgraded ADA-compliant door hardware
(handles vs. knobs) installed throughout the building
The work will be done over the next three years, with the
most visible construction starting shortly after the 2017
legislative session.
Unfortunately, although these renovations will not have
to be torn out or rebuilt if the Legislature decides that the
building should be made seismically resilient, the Capitol
remains acutely vulnerable to any medium or severe
tremors. Additionally, because the basement of the
building will not be excavated, the milder gradient ramps
on the front of the building, recommended in the Oregon
State Capitol Renovation Project plan, won’t be built at
this time. Thus, persons with disabilities will still have to
take the existing State Street ramp to reach the new front
entrances. Likewise, there will not be any upgrade of
listening devices in the hearing rooms in the original 1938
Capitol building, let alone construction of sorely needed
additional meeting rooms or an orientation room for the
Capitol History Gateway.
As Oregonians increase our collective and individual
efforts to build and rebuild to earthquake resiliency, it
remains a stark spectre that our most hallowed public
building continues to be vulnerable to collapse.
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Chair of History Committee
Changes Hands
All of us at OSCF thank Herb
Colomb for his outstanding
service as chair of our History
Committee. The committee’s
new chair is Kim Duncan.
After 28 years as an
oceanographer, Herb retired as
a captain from the U.S. Navy
in 1995, moved to Oregon,
and then served as the facility
services manager at the Oregon
Capitol from 1996 until his
retirement in 2009. He joined
the OSCF board in 2010.

Herb Colomb

As History Committee chair,
Herb oversaw the first phase of
our ambitious Capitol History
Kim Duncan
Gateway Project, and under his leadership, we also
expanded our Oral History Project. Familiar with every
room, hallway, forgotten closet, and stairway in the
building, Herb brought exceptional expertise to these
major projects. We are pleased that he will remain on
the OSCF board.
Kim Duncan first walked into the Capitol building as a
Willamette freshman, looking for Jack Scott’s famous
Capitol cinnamon rolls. While a student, she interned
in both the Senate and the House; she later returned to
the building as a staffer to Governor Tom McCall, and
then served as deputy secretary of state to Clay Myers.
Later, Kim represented various public entities before
the Legislature as a government relations professional.
“I could never have imagined how this building would
become such a central part of my life,” Kim said. She
joined the OSCF board in 2014.
“I want our Capitol visitors to feel the energy of
legislating, sense the drama of many political debates,
and understand how accessible democratic decision
making is in our state,” Kim explained. “By telling
remarkable stories about Oregon, the History Gateway
can do just that.”
Herb agreed. “Our goal,” he said, “is to increase the
participation of everyone in state government.”

FIRST FLOOR FEATURES
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New Walking Tour
Brochure Available
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Our new walking tour brochure is now
available! The piece shown here gives you a
sense of how terrific it looks. The brochure
includes drawings of the outside of the
Capitol and the first and second floors, and
it describes 20 different features the visitor
should be sure to see. Many photos and
interesting facts are also included, and the
material is arrayed on a gorgeous green and
turquoise background.

The ROTUNDA is taller than a nine story
building and about half that distance
in
width. Look up to see the 33 gold leaf
stars
representing Oregon as the 33rd state
admitted to the Union. On the Rotunda
floor,
the STATE SEAL features imagery symbolic
to early Oregon statesmen. How would
these
symbols change if designed today?
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The ROTUNDA MURALS were painted
as a
part of the 1930s Federal Art Project. Each
depicts a key event in the settlement of
Oregon:
Captain Robert Gray arriving at the Columbia
River in 1792, Lewis and Clark arriving
at Celilo
Falls in 1805, the first white women to
arrive
welcomed by Dr. John McLoughlin in
1836,
and the first wagon train arriving in 1843.
The
imagined and stylized scenes continue
the
theme of western expansion that the building’s
designers featured.
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Beginning in 1841, frontiersmen held
assemblies across the Willamette Valley.
The assemblies debated property rights
and
resulted in a provisional government,
which
established the first laws. The SEAL reflects
the key industries at the time.

In 1849, Oregon Territory adopted a new
SEAL that featured a beaver, a nod to
the past
influence of the fur trade, and a sailing
ship,
a reference to commerce. The Latin motto
means, “She flies with her own wings.”
In
1859, Oregon was admitted to the Union.

KEY:

 Public Space
 Women’s Restroom
 Men’s Restroom
 Unisex Restroom

In 1977, the Capitol was expanded to
include
the GALLERIA, hearing rooms, and new
legislative offices (designated as the Senate
and House Wings). The expansion remains
true
to the building’s style and features matching
Vermont marble. Here, tour the EXHIBITS
to learn about the legislative process,
key
legislative acts, and Oregon history.
The ROCK AND MINERAL COLLECTION
displays Oregon sunstones, our state
gem,
and thunder eggs, our state rock, as
well as
a number of rocks and minerals collected
from throughout the state.
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SECOND FLOOR FEATURES
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The SENATE CHAMBER seats the 30
members.
Senators serve a four-year term. Look
for the
brass plaques that name and date all
who have
sat at each desk. Notice the wheat sheaves
and
Chinook salmon on the carpet symbolizing
Oregon
agriculture and fishing—the 2nd and
3rd leading
industries at the time of Capitol construction.
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The SENATE MURAL depicts a horseman
riding
from Oregon City to Salem, bringing
the news of
Oregon’s admission to the Union. The
mural dates
to the 1930s and dramatizes the long-wait
for word
that Oregon had become a state.
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Exhibits in the SENATE CLOAKROOM
detail the
rich legislative history of the Senate and
profile
distinguished Senators. Visit to learn
more about
Kathryn Clarke, the first woman elected
to the
Oregon Senate in 1915—just after women
won the
right to vote.

Senate mural
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The State Capitol is the
fourth newest in the nation.
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The GOVERNOR’S CEREMONIAL OFFICE
is used for public signing of legislation,
press
conferences, and special events. In the
reception
room, most of the furniture you see is
original to
the room including a circular table with
40 types
of wood and an image of the old Capitol—a
gift
donated by Capitol architect Francis
Keally to the
citizens of Oregon. Inside the office, look
for the
small side table used by the Legislature
in the
second Capitol.

THIRD FLOOR FEATURES

The new brochure, a component of
our Capitol History Gateway Project,
will significantly enhance the visitor’s
experience. Be sure to pick one up at the
Visitor Services kiosk on your next visit to
the Capitol. The brochure will also soon be
available online.
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When the Legislature is in session, visit
the third
floor viewing galleries to watch democracy
in
action as the House and Senate debate
the
issues that affect our lives today. It is
easy to get
involved in Oregon’s democracy. You
can also
view the Legislature online during session,
meet
with your Legislator, testify, or submit
testimony
in writing.
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In the Governor’s Ceremonial Office,
you’ll find a
hand painted OREGON MAP and PORTRAITS
of
all of Oregon’s governors. To be a candidate,
you
must be a U.S. citizen, be at least 30
years old,
and have lived in Oregon three years.
At 33 years
old, Jay Bowerman became Oregon’s
youngest
Governor, when he took over for an ill
Frank
Benson in 1910, while Governor Charles
Martin
became the oldest elected at 71 years
of age in
1935.
The HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CHAMBER
seats the 60 members. Representative
s serve a
two-year term. As in the Senate, brass
plaques
name and date legislators who sat at
each desk.
Notice the carpet, which depicts the Douglas
fir,
Oregon’s State Tree, and symbolizes
the timber
industry—the leading industry at the
time of Capitol
construction. Do you know what the leading
industry is today?
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The HOUSE MURAL depicts the 1843
Champoeg
Meeting, one of several meetings in the
Willamette
Valley that led to the establishment of
the first
provisional government. The Depression-er
a
painting imagines the scene when frontiersmen
gathered to debate whether to join the
U.S.
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The FRIEZES above the Senate and
House
Galleries name 158 people significant
to the history
of Oregon. Do you recognize them all?
If conceived
of today, the list might include a number
of other
important Oregonians. Who would be
on your list?

The Oregon State Seal

Murals depicting Oregon's main industries
in the
1930s line the stairways leading up from
the Rotunda.
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International visitors examine the State Seal

in the Rotunda.

The territorial government adopted
the
original State Seal in 1857. Since then,
many versions of the seal have been
issued. Governor Tom McCall declared
this version the official State Seal to
end
confusion over the various depictions.
Each component has symbolic meaning
in the story of Oregon. A heart represents
the date of Oregon’s admission to the
union on Valentine’s Day, 1859. Thirtythree stars represent Oregon as the
33rd state. An eagle with olive branch
and arrows symbolizes peace through
strength. Two ships—one American
arriving and one British ship leaving—
symbolize Oregon becoming part of
the
United States. Timber, grain, pickax,
and plow symbolize Oregon’s economic
activities and the covered wagon
symbolizes pioneers on the Oregon
Trail,
while the mountains and elk symbolize
the natural environment.

Meet a Man Who Played a Major Role
in Oregon’s Environmental Legislation
Jan Dilg of HistoryBuilt and
her team continue to work on
video recordings for our Oral
History Project. They have
completed the recording of
Rep. Paul Hanneman
Rep. Paul Hanneman, who
served in the Oregon House of Representatives for
25 years, from 1965 to 1990. A dory fisherman, boat
builder, and businessman from Tillamook County, Paul
represented Tillamook, Yamhill, Washington, Polk, and
Lincoln counties in the Legislature.
The recording captures Paul’s recollections about
important environmental legislation in which he played a
major role, including the Beach Bill (1967), the Bottle Bill
(1971), and the Salmon-Trout Enhancement Act (1981).
The Bottle Bill, which Paul wrote, created the first
legislated beverage-container deposit system in the

“There’s a place you can
go to make a change.”
nation. It was enacted as a way to encourage
people not to litter, and it was tremendously
successful. Before the bill passed, there was
“junk all over everywhere,” Paul explains in the
recording. “Constituents and other people were
pleading for a beverage container law and deposit.”
Toward the end of the video, Paul encourages
viewers to get involved. “There’s any number of
things you can do to help in the community—and
you don’t have to give money. There’s just so much
room to work through your school or your church
or your civic organization. . . . There’s a place you
can go to make a change.”
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OSCF
SaveReceives
the Dates!

Oregon
The Oregon State Capitol
Foundation will host the Hello
Community
Again Social on Tuesday,
February 7, 2017, from 5Grant
to 7
Foundation
p.m. in the Capitol Rotunda.
Don’t miss out on this festive
evening, and the chance to visit
with old friends and make new
ones, before the serious work
of the session begins.

The Holidays at the Capitol
tree lighting ceremony will take
place on November 29, 2016.
We’ll host a reception for our
donors and friends at 4:30 p.m.,
before the ceremony. Please
save the date.

OSCF to Sponsor Art
Exhibit at Willamette
Heritage Center
The OSCF will sponsor an exhibit of MidValley political cartoons and campaign art at
the Willamette Heritage Center in Salem June
17–August 20. The exhibit, titled “The Art of
Politics,” will showcase the wide range of art
that has been created in pursuit of political
persuasion. Posters, advertisements, speeches,
songs, cartoons and even pillowcases have
furthered candidates’ aspirations. The cartoons
illustrate aspects of Oregon’s political and
governmental history through about 1950. Join
us as we visit the lighter side of campaigning!

WHC 2015.013.0042

All OSCF donors, friends and volunteers are invited to a private opening
reception on June 16, 2016, from 5:30 -7:00 p.m. in the Spinning Room at
Willamette Heritage Center. Please RSVP by June 10th to capitol.foudation@
state.or.us or 503-986-1555.

Meet OSCF Vice President Joan Plank

Joan Plank

For 20 of the 36 years that
Joan Plank worked for
the Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT), she
represented the agency at
the Oregon Legislature and
therefore was often at the
Capitol. “During that time,”
Joan said, “I developed a love
for the building.”

Joan served as ODOT’s chief of staff from 2006 to 2012,
when she retired. She joined the OSCF board in 2013 as
co-chair of the Special Events Committee, and she has
helped plan many events at the Capitol, including its
75th birthday celebration, in October 2013. As OSCF’s
vice president, Joan is now involved in many other
aspects of the Foundation’s work as well.
Joan noted that “the OSCF has a fabulous partnership
with the Visitor Services Office,” which produces
4

many OSCF-sponsored events, and she looks “forward
to continuing our valuable relationship with Kevin
Hayden and his Legislative Administration team.” They
are integral she said, “to the delivery of the History
Gateway,” and to the care of many OSCF projects.
Joan has always loved old buildings and old houses
and is passionate about historic preservation. She
lives in a 1912 Craftsman house in the Westmoreland
neighborhood of Portland, belongs to the Oregon
Historical Society and Restore Oregon, and has recently
been appointed to the board of the Bosco Milligan
Foundation and Architectural Heritage Center. She
also keeps three medians on a major street in her
neighborhood weeded and tidy.
How does Joan sustain her passion for our Capitol? “It’s
always exciting,” she said, “to walk up the front steps, push
through the revolving doors and walk into the rotunda. It
doesn’t matter if the building is empty or bustling during a
legislative session—it’s just a great feeling to walk in.”

Books Available at
the Capitol Store
The Oregon State Capitol Store, located
on the first floor of the Capitol, has many
fascinating books for sale, including those
described below. Pick one up for yourself or
a friend next time you visit the Capitol.

REPORTING THE OREGON STORY:
How Activists and Visionaries
Transformed a State
by Floyd McKay

Oregon entered a new era in 1964 with the election of
Tom McCall as secretary of state and Bob Straub as state
treasurer. Their political rivalry formed the backdrop
for two of Oregon’s most transformative decades, which
saw the enactment of the state’s Beach Bill, Bottle Bill,
and other significant legislation. In this memoir covering
the period 1964 to 1986, veteran Oregon journalist
Floyd McKay remembers the action, the players, and
the consequences. The book is, said former Governor
Barbara Roberts, “an historic gem.”

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS: Monroe
Sweetland and the Liberal Paradox
by William Robbins

This biography of Monroe Sweetland, one of Oregon’s
most influential politicians of the 20th century, also
illuminates the transformation of American political
culture during his lifetime. Racial and economic

inequalities motivated much of his civic life, including
his lifelong memberships in the American Civil Liberties
Committee, National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, Urban League, Japanese American
Citizens League, and Red Cross. A nationally prominent
figure, he became the driving force behind the Bilingual
Education Act of 1968 and the fight for the age-18 vote,
achieved in the ratification of the 26th Amendment in 1971.

TO THE PROMISED LAND: A History of
Government and Politics in Oregon
by Tom Marsh

A comprehensive political history of Oregon, “To the
Promised Land” examines the social and economic
changes the state has pioneered throughout its history.
Highlighting major political figures, campaigns, ballot
measures, and legislative sessions, Tom Marsh traces
the evolution of Oregon from an incorporated territory
to a state at the forefront of national environmental and
social movements. The book also includes interesting
trivia, historical photographs, and biographical sketches
of key politicians.

150 Years of Statehood
This shows part of an exhibit about
Oregon’s geologic splendor that will
be on display at the Capitol

June 1 to July 30

Come see the exhibit!
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50 Things You
Should Know
About Frankie Bell
Readers
throughout
Salem were
delighted to
learn about
Frankie Bell,
a founder and
board member
of the Oregon
State Capitol
Frankie Bell
Foundation, in a
recent article in the Salem Statesman
Journal written by Capi Lynn. The
article, published March 5 and
available online, says that Frankie
“has been a fixture at every legislative
session since 1966.” To mark the
occasion, Capi Lynn sets forth “50
things you should know about Bell.”
The 50th thing is that Frankie was born
in 1937, the year construction on the
current Capitol began. We also learn
that she was the only child of a single
mother, first worked at the Capitol as
a tour guide, later ran Visitor Services,
has served under nine different
governors, is a talented artist, and
much more.
“It has been written before,” Capi
Lynn notes, that Frankie “has been
the conscience of the Capitol, always
making sure it looked stately and
always making visitors feel at home.”
“It’s all about customer service,”
Frankie told her, “and we’re
all customers, too.” Visit www.
statesmanjournal.com to read more
fun facts about Frankie Bell.
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OUR FIRST DONOR:

Jim Stembridge
The first person to make a financial
contribution to the Oregon State Capitol
Foundation (OSCF) was Jim Stembridge.
Who is he, and what inspired that first
donation?
Jim Stembridge
Jim was a committee administrator and
policy analyst in Committee Services for most of his legislative staff
career, 1995–2003, and he served in the same capacity for several
legislative sessions after his 2003 retirement. Before 1995, he
worked in administrative positions in several state agencies.

Jim said he was inspired to make that first donation, in 1997, as
a result of the charitable giving campaign and the Governor’s
Food Drive, both conducted annually among state employees. Jim
thought the food drive was important and the campaign’s charities
worthy, but “it just seemed strange to me at the time that Oregon’s
neglected Capitol was not one of the choices for donation.” So
he arranged to make an alternate donation—to the Oregon State
Capitol Foundation.
His support continued, and later he was awarded a lifetime OSCF
membership as a thank-you for his effective advocacy for the bill
that enabled legislative-branch employees to have donations to the
OSCF automatically deducted from their monthly paychecks. Great
job, Jim!
Since retiring, Jim has written a book titled “Fifty State Capitols:
The Architecture of Representative Government.” It’s available at
many state capitol gift shops, including Oregon’s.
“Oregon’s Capitol is the center of Oregon,” Jim said, “and that can
be felt in the rotunda, especially around the holidays, with music of
its children. Few of the fifty state capitols have rotundas so perfect
for such performance. Oregon’s Capitol is deserving of devotion.”
Jim encourages all Capitol employees to support the OSCF through
a monthly payroll deduction.

Sign Up for Our Email Alerts
Are you receiving our monthly email alerts? If not, please visit
oregoncapitolfoundation.org and sign up—so we can keep you
up to date on what’s happening at the Capitol. Thank you!

Yes! I want to support the
Oregon State Capitol Foundation!
❏ Enclosed is my gift of:

❏ $1,000

❏ $500

❏ $250

❏ $100

❏ $50

❏ $25

❏ Other $__________

❏ I would like to volunteer
❏ My company offers a matching gift program
❏ Send me information on including a legacy gift in my estate plan
❏ Contact me about setting up an automatic monthly direct donation
❏ I would like to sponsor ________________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Amount Enclosed $ ____________
(Please make checks payable to Oregon State Capitol Foundation)
Bill me beginning ____________________________
and thereafter: ❏ Monthly ❏ Quarterly ❏ Yearly
Please charge $ ______________ to my ❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard
Credit Card No. ____________________________ Exp. Date ____________
Cardholder name _________________________________________________
Billing address ___________________________________________________
Phone _____________________ Email ________________________________
Signature ________________________________________________________

MY GIFT IS IN: ❏ In Memory of ❏ In Honor of
Person’s name ___________________________________________________
Please notify _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code ______________________________________________

DONOR/SPONSOR INFORMATION
Business/Organization/Individual/Sponsor Name
_________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code ______________________________________________
Phone _____________________ Email ________________________________
❏ I would like my gift to remain anonymous
❏ Name as it should appear for recognition
_________________________________________________________________
Signature ___________________________________ Date _______________

Thank you for your support. For more information,
call 503-986-1555 or email capitol.foundation@state.or.us.
To make a gift online, visit oregoncapitolfoundation.org.
Please return this form with your check or payment to:
Oregon State Capitol Foundation
900 Court St. NE, Rm 140-A, Salem, OR 97301

7

in this issue
Japanese Culture
Celebrated at the Capitol  .  .  .  . 1
Capitol Events .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
At Your Service—
A Message from the Chair  .  .  . 2

900 Court St. NE, Room 140-A
Salem, OR 97301

Chair of History Committee
Changes Hands .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
New Walking Tour
Brochure Available  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Meet Rep. Paul Hanneman .  .  . 3
Save the Dates .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3
Art Exhibit at WHC .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
Meet OSCF VP Joan Plank .  . 4
New Books at Capitol Store .  . 5
About Frankie Bell .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
Our First Donor:
Jim Stembridge .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
Support OSCF  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
Beneath the Dome .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Have You Seen
Our “Beneath the
Dome” Video?
The OSCF video on Oregon’s statehood and its
capitol buildings, “Beneath the Dome: Oregon,”

is now on sale at the Oregon State Capitol Store
for $10, with a 10 percent discount for OSCF
members. Get your copy while supplies last!

OSCF Chair Fred Neal is available to present
the 28-minute video to any civic, service, or

educational group in Oregon. Call 503-986-1555
or email capitol.foundation@state.or.us to book
Fred’s presentation for your group.

