
the
Capitol Events
Join us for these family activities at 
your Oregon State Capitol

FALL 2016

Gateway
Holidays at the Capitol 
Celebrates its 35th Year
The Oregon State Capitol Foundation once again is the Presenting 
Sponsor for Holidays at the Capitol 2016. Holidays at the Capitol kicks 
off on Tuesday, November 29th, at 5 p.m. This year the South Salem 
High School choir starts with a performance in the Rotunda, followed 
by a visit from Santa leading off the tree lighting ceremony from  
5:30-6:00 p.m. 

Best Buy will be on location 
providing families free photos 
with Santa after the tree 
lighting. Cookies and punch 
will be served in the Galleria.

Starting Wednesday, November 
30th, more than 4,000 
performers (100 choirs) will 
fill the Capitol with the joyous 
sounds of the season from  
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily, Monday 
through Saturday, ending 
December 23. Go to  
www.oregoncapitol.com to 
view the choir schedule and 
other special events coming  
up in 2017.

The Capitol also relies on numerous other in-kind sponsors to make 
the program successful. Other highlights of the season which delight 
the more than 10,000 visitors and performers to the Capitol include 
an American Flyer train, donated every year by Don Curtis and Alan 
Bennett; the Grand Tree in the Rotunda provided by the Oregon 
Department of Forestry; and the grand piano used for performances 
provided by Music Music.

This event includes a choral 
performance, exhibit, uniform and flag 
display, presentation and book signing 
by author Bob Welch. Refreshments 
will be provided. Free stick flag while 
supplies last.

Holiday Tree Lighting
Nov. 29, 5:30 pm

Holidays at the Capitol
Nov. 30 to Dec. 22
See cover article for details

All exhibits and events are free and open 
to the public. For more information, visit 
www.oregoncapitol.com.

A Tribute to 
Veterans

Nov 10,  
Noon to 2pm

www.oregoncapitol.com
http://www.oregoncapitol.com
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by Fred Neal, OSCF Chair

Many transitions have occurred recently, including the addition 
of three new board members, the retirement of the legislative 
administrator, and appointment of a new one.

On September 27, Senate President Courtney appointed 
Republican State Senator Chuck Thomsen to the OSCF board to 
replace Senator Ted Ferrioli. Senator Thomsen, who represents 
District 2, Hood River, is a pear ochardist, and a former county 
commissioner. He is a welcome addition to the board.

Also in September, the Legislative Administration Committee 
(LAC) confirmed the appointment of two new directors to the 
OSCF board: Bruce Bishop and Dan Jarman. Both began early 
careers in the State Capitol; Bruce in the then-newly formed 
Legislative Research Office, and Dan in the House Speaker’s 
Office. Bruce is now retired as Senior Counsel for Kaiser 
Permanente. Dan, a former co-owner and partner in CFM 
Communications, is a government relations consultant. Their 
extensive involvement in community affairs and in non-profit 
management will strengthen OSCF’s transition to a charitable 
organization. Bruce has been appointed to the Budget and 
Finance Committee and Dan to the Development Committee.

Another transition has been the June 30 retirement of Legislative 
Administrator Kevin Hayden. Kevin served as administrator for 
more than three years following a 30-year career in the US Navy 
from which he retired as Lieutenant Commander. Kevin was 
a strong supporter of the partnership between the Foundation 
and Visitor Services. Kevin also initiated the OSCR project and 
its morphing into the CAMS project addressing urgent capital 
improvements to the building. (See page 4.)

Deputy Legislative Fiscal Officer Daron Hill was appointed as 
acting legislative administrator to fill Kevin’s role and formally 
appointed as legislative administrator in September. Daron has 
a long career in Oregon government, serving as deputy budget 
director and budget director for the Department of Administrative 
Services prior to moving to Legislative Fiscal in 2006. A native 
Oregonian, Daron promises to continue the strong relationship 
between the Foundation and its efforts.

At Your Service

A Message from 
the Chair

Bob Welch
Award-winning columnist and author, 
to speak at A Tribute to Veterans 
hosted at Oregon State Capitol

A Tribute to Veterans, a second annual 
event hosted at the Oregon State Capitol, 
will take place Thursday, November 10 
from noon to 2 p.m. The program will start 
in the Rotunda with a presentation of the 
colors and a choral performance. At 1 
p.m., Bob Welch, award-winning columnist 
and the author of more than 20 books, 
including four about World War II, will be 
speaking. He will be available to sign his 
books after the talk.

Welch, a writer and editor at The Register-
Guard for 24 years, is a two-time winner 
of the National Society of Newspaper 
Columnist “Best Column” award. He won 
the 2010 and 2011 Oregon Newspaper 
Publishers Association’s “Best Writing” 
awards. Other honors include the 
Seattle Times C.B. Blethen Award for 
Distinguished Feature Writing.

Welch, who has spoken 
to many military groups, 
is a former adjunct 
professor of journalism 
at the University of 
Oregon. He is also the 
founder of the Beachside 
Writers Workshop.

Among his World War II titles is “American 
Nightingale” which was an Oregon Book 
Award finalist and featured on ABC’s 
“Good Morning America.” The book is the 
breathtaking tale of an Army nurse named 
Frances Slanger, the first woman soldier to 
die after the landings at Normandy.

Bob Welch
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Visitors to the House and Senate chambers may gaze up 
and ponder the significance of the 158 names of men and 
women on the friezes near the ceilings of the two-story 
chambers. Each of these individuals played an important 
role in shaping Oregon’s history. We are excited to share 
their remarkable stories with you in this new series, 
Rediscovering Our Past.

Jason Lee (1803-1845) 
 
A Methodist missionary, Lee was a major influence in 
the development of an American colony in the Oregon 
Country, with his mission, about 10 miles north of the 
present city of Salem, serving as a focal point for  
American settlers.

A native of Quebec, he was educated in Massachusetts and 
after ordination was assigned to the mission field to work 
in the Flathead Indian country. He made his way west 
with the second Wyeth expedition in 1834. Arriving at Fort 
Vancouver in September, he was advised by McLoughlin 
to abandon the Flathead project and locate instead in the 
Willamette Valley.

From its beginning, however, the mission showed 
little success in its object of converting the Indians to 
Christianity, and within eight years of the mission’s 
founding the Indians in the valley had been almost wiped 
out by disease. Lee, meanwhile, established branch 
missions at The Dalles and Clatsop Plains.

In 1838 Lee returned east seeking financial help and 
volunteers, carrying with him a petition to Congress 
signed by 36 settlers asking the U.S. government to take 
formal possession of the Oregon Country. Congress was 
not responsive, but Lee’s lectures helped generate what 
became the “Oregon Fever,” leading to the overland 
migrations that began a few years later.

Lee returned from the East with 50 settlers and 
contributions on board the brig Lausanne in 1840, in what 
has been called “the Great Reinforcement.” Their arrival 
marked the beginning of the decline of Hudson’s Bay 
Co. dominance in the region. With the continuing lack 
of success in the Indian work, the focus of the mission’s 
effort shifted to colonizing activities. Lee, who was on 
friendly terms with McLoughlin, helped to keep order 
among American settlers (as McLoughlin did with British 
subjects) before any formal government was established. 
Lee helped found Oregon Institute, a school for white 
children (later it became Willamette University).

After the funeral of settler Ewing Young, February 17, 
1841, Lee spoke to the mourners, urging them to organize 
in order to dispose of Young’s estate. (Young had no 
known heirs). The subject had been discussed at a meeting 
earlier that month. A judge with probate powers, justices 
of the peace and constables were selected, the precursor 
to the formation of the Provisional Government two years 
later. Several members of the mission were active in the 
committees that worked towards organization. Later Lee 
had reservations about a formal government, possibly 
because of declining missionary influence.

Disagreement over secular and religious goals of the 
Methodist missions led to a rebellion against Lee’s 
leadership. Elijah White carried complaints back to the 
mission board, which, disappointed at the lack of religious 
results, recalled Lee in 1843. He returned east and died 
in 1845 in Canada, but in 1906 his body was returned to 
Oregon and buried in Salem. While his religious efforts 
were failures, Lee has been regarded as one of the 
most important figures in early Oregon history because 
his efforts attracted settlers, he was prominent in the 
movement to organize a government and his missions 
provided a nucleus around which the American colony 
could grow.

This piece has been reprinted with permission from,  

Philip Cogswell, Jr, author of “Capitol Names Individuals 

Woven Into Oregon’s History”. 

Rediscovering Our Past  
Biographies of the men and women who shaped Oregon’s history
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Please join the OSCF in honoring lives 
that add to the Capitol Story 
Delores Atiyeh died on August 9 at the age of 92.  
Delores, former first lady of Oregon, is remembered for 
advocating for children’s health and arts-related issues.  
She was involved in volunteer and charitable work dating 
back decades. 

Delores, who was appointed honorary chairman of the 
Oregon International Year of the Child Commission, was 
honored with the White Rose Award by the March of Dimes. 
She was a member of the Governor’s Committee for the 
Exhibiting of Art in the Governor’s ceremonial and reception 
area, and a member of Arts Coalition Northwest. Mrs. Atiyeh 
was an honorary chair of stewards with the Historical 
Preservation League of Oregon and served as a board 
member and chair of the Women’s Council and committees 
for the Portland Art Museum. She researched and was 
admitted into the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Delores helped push for a mandatory children’s 
immunization bill and was also active in passing a 
mandatory seat belt rule for children under the age of 5.

Dr. Alan Bates died on August 5 at the age of 71. He was 
an osteopathic physician and a member of the Oregon State 
Senate representing the 3rd District since 2005. Previously 
he was a member of the Oregon House of Representatives 
from 2000 through 2004.

Before joining the Legislature, Bates, a Vietnam War veteran, 
served 10 years on the Eagle Point School Board and two 
years on the governor’s task force on quality education. 

As a member 
of the state’s 
Health Services 
Commission for several years, he was instrumental in the 
formation of the Oregon Health Plan. 

Bates is remembered for his policy and leadership on health 
care, education, the environment and the state’s budget and 
bringing opposing sides together. He was a powerful voice in 
the Legislature.

Pat Straub died on September 24 at the age of 93. 

Centering her life around her husband, former Oregon 
Governor Bob Straub, and their children, Pat also managed 
to nurture her own interests: organic gardening, watercolor 
painting, writing, and raising and maintaining her beloved 
chickens. She published an organic gardening and recipe 
book, “From the Loving Earth”.

When her husband left office, they operated farms, and 
were considered a formidable team for the environment. Pat 
served on the Oregon Forestry Council as well as tending to 
their farms.

Stephen M. Telfer died on July 4 at the age of 74. Steve, 
a former Oregon lobbyist, served as city manager of 
Tigard, executive to Multnomah County Commissioner D. 
Buchanan, helped shape Oregon as part of the Governor 
Tom McCall Republican Party, was a vice president at 
Legacy Good Samaritan Medical Center, chairman of the 
Oregon Public Employees Retirement System Board, vice 
chairman of the Oregon Investment council, and lastly, 
10-year president of the Death with Dignity National Center 
Board of Directors.

Celebrating Legacies of  
Capitol Leaders

CAMS Project 
Underway at Capitol
Work has already begun on the Capitol Accessibility, 
Maintenance, and Safety Project (CAMS) at the Capitol. 
This $50 million effort to ensure the State Capitol’s 
continued usefulness and efficiency was approved by the 
2016 legislature. While most major construction work won’t 
start until after the 2017 Regular Session, visitors to the 
building before then may notice changes. 

Project Manager Marina Cresswell informs us that some 
anticipated early project activities include replacing door 
hardware with accessible-designed handles, repairing 
plaster and paint at the Rotunda murals, and carefully 
moving the beloved Camperdown Elm trees at both the east 
and west entrances so that excavation for new utility vaults 
can start next summer. Oregon State Police will also be 
moved up to the first floor adjacent to the Rotunda in time 
for the start of the 2017 session.

OSCF will keep friends of the Capitol informed as work on 
this vital project proceeds over the next two years.
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Hispanic Heritage Day
The second annual Hispanic Heritage Day at 
the Oregon State Capitol was celebrated on 
Saturday, September 17 with more than 15 
community organizations being represented. 
Oregon Commission on Hispanic Affairs 
commissioners Daniel López-Cevallos and Linda 
Castillo were on hand to open the ceremonies 
and read the Hispanic Heritage Month 
proclamation from Governor Kate Brown.

Although rain forced the entertainment to 
perform in the Rotunda instead of on the front 
steps, many families enjoyed performances 
by the Woodburn High School Mariachi band, 
Edna Vazquez, Ballet Paplotl, Ballet Folklorico 
Tlanese and Inka Jam.

The Oregon State Capitol Foundation was once 
again the presenting sponsor on this year’s 
celebration. Next year’s event is slated for 
September 16, 2017. Hope to see you there!

Robert Canaga Signs Work 
During Artist Reception
The Capitol Galleria exhibit “Oregon Bounty” 
by Eugene-based artist Robert Canaga had a 
lot of buzz about it on Thursday, September 
22 between 4 – 5:30 p.m. when Canaga was on 
hand to talk to art aficionados about his works 
and sign prints being sold through the  
Capitol store.

Representative Nancy Nathanson also made 
her way to the reception and had him sign her 
postcard announcing the event and took a 
picture with Canaga, which she debuted on her 
Facebook page  
www.facebook.com/nancy.nathanson1.

Agriculture Takes Center Stage 
at Oregon’s Bounty
Families enjoyed blue grass music, cloggers, 
square dancing, face painting, numerous 
agricultural activities, and a giant walk-through 
salmon at this year’s Oregon’s Bounty event 
which took place on Saturday, October 8.

This year’s event had more than 20 event 
partners providing information and activities 
for the public, including the Lower Willamette 
FFA chapters booth promoting a winter 
project called Food For All. More than a ton 
of potatoes were bagged during the event and 
then loaded on a Marion Polk Food Share 
van to be distributed to needy families in the 
surrounding areas. 

As the presenting sponsor, the Oregon State 
Capitol Foundation is excited to see the 
continued growth in the these events. Future 
events can be found under the events listed at 
www.oregoncapitol.com. 

A Place for All People 

The “A Place for All People” exhibit was 
displayed in the Capitol Galleria from October 
24 to November 4. It featured a historic poster 
exhibit celebrating the opening of the newest 
Smithsonian museum, the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture. A Place 
for All People was generously supported by the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Office of the Provost. 

The African American story is one 
characterized by pain and glory, power and 
civility, enslavement and freedom. A Place for 
All People evoked the power of oration and 

Learn About our Recent Events

freedom stories, the brilliance of artistic 
achievement, and the soaring heights of 
cultural expression, philosophy, sports, 
and politics. In addition to profiling the 
long struggle to create the Museum, the 
building’s architectural design, and its 
prominent location on the National Mall, 
the poster exhibit was a survey of the 
African American community’s powerful, 
deep and lasting contributions to the 
American story.

An opening reception was held on 
October 25. Senators Peter Courtney and 
Jackie spoke at the opening reception. 

New Exhibit 
in Galleria
A new information 
kiosk installed over 
the summer invites 
visitors to discover 
and explore the 
Capitol. The 
kiosk displays the 
new brochures 
including 
the self-guided 
walking tour, 
discovery guide, 
State Capitol State 
Park brochure, 
and the building wayfinding map. The 
new kiosk is made possible through 
the Capitol History Gateway Phase One 
project funding. 

www.facebook.com/nancy.nathanson1
www.oregoncapitol.com
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Holiday Open House 
Oregon Capitol Store’s annual Holiday Open House 
will take place Tuesday, December 13, and Wednesday, 
December 14, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.- in the West 
Galleria. Custom gift baskets will be assembled onsite 
with your choice of Oregon-made gourmet foods and 
related items, including jams, jellies, syrups, hazelnuts, 
smoked salmon, salts and seasonings, teas, chocolates, 
and more. A 10% discount on all gift basket items and 
free gift basket materials will be offered during the 
event. We hope to see you then!

Oregon Capitol Store is pleased to introduce a new 
product, just in time for the holidays: sets of four 
black leather coasters with a holder; the coasters are 
debossed with the Oregon State Seal. Each set is priced 
at $29.95 and comes gift-boxed. The coordinating 
stainless steel coffee tumbler with a black debossed 

leather sleeve is also available for $19.95.
We recently restocked our Oregon State Seal etched 
wine glasses! We now carry white wine, red wine, 
stemless, and champagne glasses. Sold individually  
at $7.00 each. 

Need gift ideas for friends, family members, or 
business associates? We carry a 500-piece jigsaw 
puzzle that features a beautiful collage of Oregon 
landmarks: Mt. Hood, Painted Hills, Multnomah Falls, 
Mt. Bachelor, Wine Country, the Oregon Coast, Crater 
Lake National Park, and Historic Timberline Lodge. 
The finished puzzle measures 18” x 24”; it retails for 
$15.00. 

All OSCF Lifetime Members and Friends receive a 10% 
discount in the store.

Laura Ross Paul, Second Creek

Art Added to the Oregon State 
Capitol Gateway Website
In October a new addition was made to www.oregoncapitol.com. The inclusion of 
a rotating slideshow of art can be found on the Artwork and Exhibits page. This 
“carousel” provides images which can then be clicked on to learn the artist, title and 
more. The art in this digital exhibit is from the Percent for Art program managed 
by the Oregon Arts Commission and documented in the book “Art of the Time”. We 
encourage everyone to explore and share the art in this digital exhibit.

http://www.oregoncapitol.com
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Sign Up for Our Email Alerts
Are you receiving our monthly email alerts? If 
not, please visit oregoncapitolfoundation.org and 
sign up—so we can keep you up to date on what’s 
happening at the Capitol.

Support the OSCF
Making a donation to the Foundation is an 
enduring way to pay tribute to the people who have 
contributed to our lives.

Special thanks to former Representative 
John Schoon for his generous donation to the 
Foundation in memory of Phyllis Shoemake. 
Phyllis enjoyed a distinguished career in the 
Oregon political arena, working as a Legislative 
Assistant to a State Representative, United States 
Congressman, Oregon House Majority Leader, 
and as the executive secretary to the Speaker of 
Oregon House. 

Yes! I want to support the  
Oregon State Capitol Foundation!

❏ Enclosed is my gift of: ❏ $1,000 ❏ $500 ❏ $250 ❏ $100

 ❏ $50 ❏ $25 ❏ Other $__________

❏ I would like to volunteer

❏ My company offers a matching gift program 

❏ Send me information on including a legacy gift in my estate plan

❏ Contact me about setting up an automatic monthly direct donation

❏ I would like to sponsor ________________________________________

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Amount Enclosed $ ____________

(Please make checks payable to Oregon State Capitol Foundation)  

Bill me beginning ____________________________ 

       and thereafter: ❏ Monthly    ❏ Quarterly    ❏ Yearly

Please charge $ ______________ to my     ❏ VISA     ❏ MasterCard

Credit Card No. ________________________________ Exp. Date _________

Cardholder name _________________________________________________

Billing address ___________________________________________________

Phone _____________________ Email ________________________________

Signature ________________________________________________________

MY GIFT IS:  ❏ In Memory of       ❏ In Honor of 

Person’s name ___________________________________________________

Please notify _____________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code ______________________________________________

DONOR/SPONSOR INFORMATION  

Business/Organization/Individual/Sponsor Name

_________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code ______________________________________________

Phone _____________________ Email ________________________________

❏ I would like my gift to remain anonymous 

❏ Name as it should appear for recognition

_________________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________ Date  _______________

Thank you for your support. For more information, 
 call 503-363-1859 or email oscf@oregoncapitolfoundation.org.

To make a gift online, visit oregoncapitolfoundation.org.  
Please return this form with your check or payment to:

Oregon State Capitol Foundation 
PO Box 13472, Salem, Oregon 97309

The Pacific Wonderland 
License Plate  was 
created in 2009 to 
celebrate Oregon’s 150th 
birthday. Fees collected 
go to the Oregon State 
Capitol Foundation and  
the Oregon Historical Society.

Stop by the Oregon Capitol 
Store to purchase your 
copy of “Beneath the 
Dome”. This video tells 
the story of how Oregon’s 
capitol buildings have 
shaped the life and times 
of a uniquely independent 
state that “Flies with her  
own wings.”

http://oregoncapitolfoundation.org
mailto:oscf%40oregoncapitolfoundation.org?subject=
http://oregoncapitolfoundation.org


exploring the promise and reality of American 
democracy and equality. One soldier depicted in the 
exhibit, George Akiyama, wrote in his diary that after 
the war, still wearing his uniform with the Silver and 
Bronze Star, he stopped to get a haircut at a downtown 
barbershop. The barber waved his razor, exclaiming, 
“I ought to slit your throat.” Visitors are asked to put 
themselves into his shoes, and the shoes of the other 
returning soldiers, and consider how they would have 
reacted in that situation, and further, how they would 
handle similar situations of bullying or racism in the 
present day.

For more information or to view this exhibit online visit 
www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/what-if-heroes-were-not-
welcome-home.cfm. 

PO Box 13472 
Salem, OR 97309
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This poignant exhibit, curated by the Oregon 
Historical Society and on loan to the Capitol from 
Willamette Valley Heritage Center, examines the 
prejudice that Japanese American veterans from 
Hood River, Oregon experienced upon their return 
home from serving our country in World War II. 
These American citizens served heroically with the 
United States Armed Forces in the South Pacific 
and in Europe, yet many of their families were 
unjustly incarcerated in concentration camps 
on American soil. This exhibition uses first-hand 
accounts, photos, letters, and historical documents 
to show how wartime events brought national 
notoriety to the small community of Hood River. 

Visitors will be invited to make meaningful 
connections between the past and present-

What If Heroes Were Not Welcome Home? 
Exhibit to be Displayed in the Capitol Galleria November 1-14

http://www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/what-if-heroes-were-not-welcome-home.cfm
http://www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/what-if-heroes-were-not-welcome-home.cfm

