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At your service
2020 OSCF Board of Directors

Officers
Kim Duncan, Chair
Judy Hall, Vice chair
Joan Plank, Secretary
Bruce Bishop, Treasurer

Legislative Members
Sen. Lee Beyer
Sen. Arnie Roblan
Sen. Chuck Thomsen
Rep. Brian Clem
Rep. Rick Lewis
Rep. Ron Noble

Board Members
Bruce Anderson
Hon. Jason Atkinson
Frankie Bell
Hon. Jane Cease
Nan Heim
Dan Jarman
Karen Mainzer
Hon. Anthony Meeker
Fred Neal 
Hon. Bob Repine
Ed Schoaps
Hon. Norm Smith
Fred VanNatta
Hon. Gary Wilhelms

Emeritus Members
Sen. Verne Duncan
Herb Colomb

Contact us
PO Box 13472 
Salem OR 97309
503-363-1859
oscf@oregoncapitolfoundation.org

Coming 
together while 

we’re apart

Oregon has long been a fertile 
ground for ideas and innovation, 

resulting in groundbreaking 
achievements that affect people 

within and outside the state. 

Our solidarity and ingenuity 
are strengths — especially 

during trying times. 

You’re helping preserve Oregon’s history
What do Ellen Lowe and Gerry Frank have in 
common? Both are influential Oregonians who 
share their stories in OSCF oral history project 
interviews. Their videos help preserve Oregon’s 
stories for future generations. 
At 88 years old, Lowe remains committed to social 
justice, equality and civic engagement. These are 
the hallmarks of her long career as an elected 
official, volunteer activist and paid lobbyist. 
Frank has deep roots in Oregon—he is an eighth 
generation Oregonian. His ancestors came to 
Oregon in 1857 and set an example of civic 
involvement that he follows to this day.
Find links to OSCF oral history project interviews 
at oregoncpapitolfoundation.org/oralhistory.

mailto:oscf@oregoncapitolfoundation.org
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/oral-history/
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Democracy in action
YMCA Youth and Government is a three-day 
intensive education experience that helps 
students learn how easy it is to get involved in 
our democracy and have their voices heard. 
This program —which focuses on the 
core values of caring, honesty, respect, 
responsibility, civic engagement and fun — 
helps teens:
• Expand their worldview.
• Practice parliamentary procedure. 
• Shape public policy by proposing 

legislation.
• Debate bills in a mock legislative process. 
• Immerse themselves in civic participation.
• Become respected leaders who affect 

change,  shaping Oregon’s future.  
According to the group’s website, YMCA 
Youth and Government started in Oregon 
in the 1940s as an activity of YMCA Teen 
Programs. Since the 1960s, it has operated 
through the schools with teacher-advisors 
organizing delegations in more than 35 
high schools.
One facet of the Oregon State Capitol 
Foundation’s mission is to engage citizens in 
our democracy. We proudly help sponsor the 
Youth and Government Program at the Oregon 
State Capitol. Together, we are inspiring 
tomorrow’s remarkable Oregonians today.

Got cabin fever?
Explore your Capitol and 
learn about Oregon history 
from home.

As countries across the globe are 
enacting necessary levels of social 
distancing due to COVID-19, now 
is the perfect time to learn about 
the fun, educational projects and 
programs you’ve made possible. 

While you’re together at home, your 
family can:
• Take a virtual tour of your 

Capitol to learn about Oregon’s 
history in a fun and interactive 
way. Visit orcapitoltour.com to 
begin your journey of discovery. 

• Prepare for a future on-
site visit to the Capitol by 
completing 4th grade lesson 
plans — they’re educational 
for all ages. Learn more at 
tinyurl.com/Capitol-lesson-plans.

• Listen to the recollections of 
Oregonians who have shaped 
our state’s history. Dozens 
of interviews are available at 
oregoncapitolfoundation.org/
oral-history.

These projects highlight what’s 
possible when Oregonians come 
together as a community.
 

Test your knowledge about Oregon 
State symbols with an online quiz at:  
sos.oregon.gov/blue-book/Pages/fun-
quizzes-state-symbol.aspx.

http://orcapitoltour.com
https://tinyurl.com/Capitol-lesson-plans
http://www.oregoncapitolfoundation.org/oral-history
http://www.oregoncapitolfoundation.org/oral-history
https://sos.oregon.gov/blue-book/Pages/fun-quizzes-state-symbol.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/blue-book/Pages/fun-quizzes-state-symbol.aspx
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Calling all Capitol alumni
The Capitol Alumni Reunion was so much fun! 
We’re already looking forward to taking another 
trip down memory lane with you. We invite 
anyone who formerly worked in the Capitol in any 
capacity to join us at future reunions. 

Can you help us find more of our Capitol friends? 
Invite your colleagues to send an email including 
their contact information along with their title(s) 
or a description of their role at the Capitol to 
events@oregoncapitolfoundation.org. Thank you.

Capitol improvements
The Oregon State Capitol is 
a state treasure we need to 
preserve for generations to 
come. The foundation strongly 
supports the Capitol Accessibility, 
Maintenance and Safety project, 
which enhances the safety, 
dignity and beauty of the Capitol 
and its surrounding grounds. 

The current objective for 
completion of CAMS Phase I is 
Sept. 30, 2020. The CAMS team 
continues to work on Phase II 
designs for future consideration. 
Phase II includes seismic 
upgrades in the Capitol wings 
and the parking garage, cleaning 
the exterior of the buildings and 
marble relief monuments, new 
air handling units for the hearing 
rooms and an ADA-accessible 
south entry.

Learn more about CAMS at 
oregonlegislature.gov/cams.

 

In December 2019, the foundation 
authorized funding for 
installation of seven park benches 
on the Capitol grounds. The 
new benches provide seating for 
visitors and add to the aesthetics 
of the building and grounds.

In January 2020, Oregon’s Liberty 
Bell made the journey to the 
Christoph Paccard Bell Foundry 
in North Charleston, South 
Carolina, for restoration. We 
anticipate the bell will return to 
Salem this summer along with 
its new yoke. A rededication 
event will follow the successful 
installation of the bell later this 
year. 

To provide 
our foundation’s 
supporters, donors 
and friends with more 
regular updates, the 
foundation launched 
a semi-monthly blog 
designed to keep 
you in the loop on 

opportunities to get involved in our activities and 
the important work we are accomplishing together. 
Subscribe at oregoncapitolfoundation.org/subscribe 
to stay in the know, get inspired and enjoy 
highlights from our educational and cultural 
programs, exhibits and events.
We’re invested in Oregonians and the future of 
the Capitol, and value your support and shared 
enthusiasm of our mission to preserve our 
state’s legacy. 

mailto:events@oregoncapitolfoundation.org
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/cams
https://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/subscribe/


Please join us in remembering these extraordinary Oregonians

Chuck Bradish volunteered as a Capitol tour guide, at the kiosk and as an 
honorary page coordinator in the Senate. His love of the Capitol, history and 
especially people was evident. Bradish gave many hours beyond his regular 
volunteer shift. We will miss his warmth and enthusiasm. He was 84.

Sen. Joan Dukes, who represented Oregon’s North Coast, died at age 72. 
Dukes served on the Clatsop County board of Commissioners and as the 

county’s elections supervisor. Her work to create the Oregon Pain Management 
Commission continues to raise awareness about chronic pain issues among 

health care providers, policymakers and the public. She was the chairwoman of the 
Senate Transportation Committee before being appointed to the Northwest Power and 

Conservation Council. Her legacy lives on through her dedicated work to preserve and protect Oregon for 
future generations. 

Rep. Lewis Hampton began his Capitol career as a law clerk who was active in local politics before 
serving as an Oregon State Representative. According to Hampton, who was appointed to the OSCF board 
in 2001, he agreed to serve in order to preserve the “freedoms and traditions that promote representative 
government, ongoing vigorous debate, respect for conflicting opinions and the rule of law within the three 
branches of state government for future Oregonians.” A natural leader and gifted orator, Hampton was a 
public servant who inspired others with his words and his ability to listen. He was 86. 

Rep. Jane Lokan died at age 98. During her time in the Oregon State Legislature, Lokan championed 
issues including controlling government growth and taxes, quality education, services for the mentally ill, 
preventing domestic violence and maintaining a healthy climate for small business and job growth. She 
received numerous awards for her work. After retiring at the age of 80, Lokan remained politically active 
and enjoyed vacationing with family and friends. Her life is a great example of dedication to causes and 
people you believe in through public service.

Karen Mainzer, a partner in Gallant Policy Advisors and OSCF board member, understood how Oregon 
government works, from the inside and out. Her two-decade career in Oregon politics included experience 
as a committee administrator and legislative staffer, a private-sector lobbyist and a liaison for many Oregon 
agencies. One of the proudest times in her long and successful career was leading the passage of the first 
state legislation providing mental health parity, ensuring that mental health needs received just as much 
care and attention as physical health needs. Karen was admired by numerous people — and by her many 
animals. She was 53.

Judge James A. Redden, the federal judge whose rulings in the so-called Salmon Case made national news, 
died at age 91. A longtime politician, Redden represented the 19th District and served as minority leader in 
the Oregon House of Representatives. He was later elected as state treasurer and Oregon attorney general 
before being appointed to the U.S. Oregon District Court, where he achieved senior status. Redden was 
known for his ability to work with both sides of the aisle and his sense of humor. In 2006, Redden completed 
a personal interview, which is available in the Oregon Historical Society’s online collection.

Arlene Schnitzer died at age 91. Schnitzer and her husband, the late Harold Schnitzer, were philanthropists 
and Portland icons who gave generously to various causes, arts organizations and hundreds of institutions 
in Oregon. She was an OSCF Lifetime Capitol Friend. An avid art collector, Schnitzer used her gallery to 
promote the work of numerous Northwest artists, breaking down barriers and launching careers for many of 
them. She made a significant impact on people, her community and Oregon.

Laurel Simmons died at age 78. As a result of her devotion to her family and unending support, her 
husband, former Oregon lottery director Dan Simmons, son and daughter have all enjoyed successful 
careers. She and Dan ran a river outfitting company, and briefly worked for the State of Oregon as a 
personnel services analyst. Simmons was an engaging conversationalist and skilled listener with a great 
sense of humor.

Photographer: Joel Zak



Cherry Blossom Day in Salem
The cherry tree has a long and fruitful history in Oregon. Our state’s capital, Salem, is known as 
“Cherry City.” In 2017, the Oregon Legislature passed Senate Bill 146 declaring the third Saturday 
in March of each year as Cherry Blossom Day in Salem.  
The annual Cherry Blossom Day at the Capitol honors the influence of the Japanese culture and 
the contribution of the cherry industry in Oregon. The cancellation of this year’s event due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic didn’t stop the 150 Akebono flowering cherry trees in the Capitol Mall from 
blooming for their special day.
Dates for Capitol events may continue to change due to current and ever-evolving circumstances. 
Check the schedule at oregoncapitol.com for information. 

The Oregon State Capitol Foundation connects Oregonians to a shared heritage,  
enhances the beauty of the Capitol and engages citizens in their democracy.

PO Box 13472 
Salem OR 97309
Phone: 503-363-1859 
oscf@oregoncapitolfoundation.org
oregoncapitolfoundation.org
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Your gifts to the foundation 
help sponsor programs and 
projects that improve the 
Capitol experience for the 
more than 200,000 people 
who visit the building each 
year. Thank you.

https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2017R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/SB146
mailto:oscf@oregoncapitolfoundation.org
http://oregoncapitolfoundation.org/

