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Join us from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., March 21 to
celebrate Cherry Blossom Day at the Capitol.
This free event, made possible thanks to
your donations to the foundation, pays
tribute to the importance of the cherry
industry in Oregon and the impact
of Japanese culture on our state.
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Celebrating 161 years of statehood!
You’re invited to join us at the Oregon State
Capitol on Saturday, Feb. 15, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
to experience living history during Oregon’s 161st
birthday celebration and anniversary of statehood.
Pound on an anvil and test your blacksmithing
skills, have a conversation with costumed historic
interpreters, learn about the Native peoples of the
land, and enjoy a cupcake (while supplies last). All
activities are free and open to the public.
Oregon became a state on Feb. 14, 1859. We
celebrate the birthday on the closest Saturday to
the actual day of statehood to allow access to the
Capitol on a weekend.

Did you know?
In 1950, the Oregon State Capitol received a replica
Liberty Bell identical in composition and tone to the
original Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
The foundation is now
funding the restoration
of Oregon’s Liberty
Bell. We are excited to
preserve this historical
artifact, which will
provide educational
opportunities and
years of enjoyment
for thousands of
Capitol visitors.

You can get
involved at your
Capitol to shape
history in ways that
make a difference in
the quality of life
Oregonians enjoy.

Remembering
remarkable Oregonians
Charles “Chuck” Wilson
passed away in January at
age 83.
A longtime attorney in
the Office of Legislative
Counsel, Wilson originally
focused on fish and game
and natural resource
legislation and ultimately
was Chief Deputy
Legislative Counsel and
Chief Editor of the biennial
Oregon Revised Statutes.
“He was always helpful,
knowledgeable and
professional whenever
I was dealing with him
as a Legislative Counsel
attorney. He was a
good guy” said former
Rep. Gary Wilhelms.
Many will remember
Wilson as a stalwart
member of the
Capitol coffee shop
“breakfast club.”

1920–2020

Our nation is celebrating the centennial of the
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution this
year. The Oregon Legislature will commemorate
the anniversary of this historic event during
opening ceremonies on Feb. 5*. The victory flag,
a well-known symbol of woman suffrage, will
temporarily be on display alongside informational
banners in the chamber lobbies beginning Feb. 6.
* This event was canceled due to scheduling changes at the Capitol.

Together, we’re preserving important
stories about Oregon’s history
Our collection of interviews with prominent
Oregonians continues to grow, thanks to your gifts
to the Oregon State Capitol Foundation. Watch the
10-minute video featuring former Rep. Norm Smith
at tinyurl.com/OSCF-RepNormSmith.
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Become a champion of preserving our
Capitol and the history it represents
Visiting our Capitol is an extraordinary experience: seeing
the Oregon Pioneer standing tall above the striking marble
building, interacting with legislators doing the important work
of governing our state, learning how laws are made, exploring
historical displays and experiencing cultural programs that
showcase the unique groups and individuals that contribute to
our dynamic culture. Lawmakers, citizens and future public
servants are moved to make their mark.
Your contribution to the Oregon State Capitol Foundation helps
sustain the long-term benefit of the Capitol for the education and
enjoyment of all Oregonians. Contact Genoa Ingram or Lisa Van
at 503-363-1859 for more information about how your investment
can show your love for our Capitol and the history it represents
for years to come.
The Oregon State Capitol Foundation is a 503(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.
Tax ID 20-5164853. All or part of your gift may be tax deductible as a charitable
contribution. Please consult your tax advisor.

A Tribute to Veterans honors military service members
Your gifts help the foundation provide funding for A Tribute to Veterans, an annual event at
the Capitol that honors Oregon’s military veterans and remembers the sacrifices they and their
families have made to keep America free and secure. Thanks to them, citizens and lawmakers
enjoy the freedom of democracy, debate and open discussion within the walls of our Capitol.
North Salem High School Army JROTC Color Guard posted and retired the flags during the
Nov. 8, 2019, event. The beautiful harmonies of the award-winning Oregon Spirit Chorus filled
the rotunda. In the galleria, a World War II exhibit, courtesy of the Oregon Jewish Museum and
Center for Holocaust Education, featured testimonies about World War II and the Holocaust
from soldiers, liberators and survivors.
The Salem Veterans of Foreign Wars #661 Uniform Display Museum displayed seven service
uniforms worn by Jewish soldiers in World War II and other memorabilia alongside the
exhibit, including two very rare uniforms: the Jewish Infantry Brigade Group of the British
Army uniform belonging to Sgt. Israel Tal and the Women Airforce Service Pilot uniform of
Enid Fisher.
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Holidays at the Capitol

A time-honored family tradition.
While many events at the Capitol take place on
Saturdays, Holidays at the Capitol spans most
of every December.
This exciting annual event kicks off with the
Grand Tree Lighting Celebration. Kids are
delighted to watch the American Flyer model
train circle a miniature village below Oregon’s
official holiday tree, meet Santa and Mrs.
Claus and enjoy cookies and punch.
Oregon’s beautifully decorated Capitol plays
host to about 100 school choirs, musicians and
other performers representing communities
from throughout the state. For many,
performers and visitors alike, it is their
first time inside the peoples’ building. It’s a
wonderful way to experience the sights and
sounds of the Capitol and the holiday season.
Putting on an event of this size is a
monumental task. A hearty shout out
from OSCF to the Capitol staff, volunteers,
performers and community partners who
decorate trees, arrange poinsettias, guide
performance groups, greet thousands of
visitors and assist shoppers in the store,
making this event memorable for all who visit
the Capitol.
The Oregon State Capitol Foundation board
is proud to be the presenting sponsor of
Holidays at the Capitol and other Capitol
History Gateway programs celebrating
traditions and events that are significant to
Oregonians. Thank you for your ongoing
support, which makes these projects possible.
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2020 marks the
centennial of woman
suffrage in United States
The 19th Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution
guarantees the right of all
citizens of the United States
to vote regardless of sex. The
amendment was passed by
Congress June 4, 1919, ratified
Aug. 18, 1920, and certified
Aug. 26, 1920.

Upcoming exhibits, displays and events
Visit your Capitol to discover, explore and engage.
Feb. 3-15.......Oregon State Constitution Exhibit.
Feb. 5 at 11 a.m........Commemoration of Woman Suffrage Centennial
		 in Oregon State Senate and House chambers.*
Feb. 15.......Oregon’s 161st Birthday Celebration
		 and Anniversary of Statehood.
Feb. 24-March 26.......Woman Suffrage Centennial Exhibit.
March 21.......Cherry Blossom Day.
March 23-27.......Spring Break Passport to Fun!
March 30-April 23.......Military Uniform Display.
		
Courtesy of Salem VFW #661 Uniform
		 Display Museum.
Check the event schedule at oregoncapitol.com for more information about these and
other foundation-sponsored events, displays and exhibits such as OSCF Speaker Series
presentations, summer concerts and more.
The Oregon State Capitol is located at 900 Court Street NE in Salem. Events, exhibits and
displays are free and open to the public Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
* This event was canceled due to scheduling changes at the Capitol.

A PROJECT OF THE
OREGON STATE CAPITOL FOUNDATION

